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Biribdas i UPCOMING SERVICE INFORMATION

Musical Prelude at 10:45 a.m. % Service at 11:00 a.nm.

UUSC Board of Trustees

Maureen Meslovich  President

Elaine Weaver  Vice President

Beverly Austin Secretary
Steve Doell Treasurer
Jesse Honsky Member
Michael Hugill Member
Marie Nightingale Member
Rachel Webb Member

Board Meetings are held on the
3rd Wednesday of the month at
7:00 p.ym.

Birthdays and Anniversaries

This is only a partial list, to make it complete, send your special dates
to the Office at office@uucleveland.org or just call and leave a message
on the machine. Thanks!!

(7 anaary

Carol Runge 11
Brett Cohen 13
Wes Senseman 19

Janaary 70, 2070, 77 a.n.

How Fundamentalists
Read the Bible
Worship 1eader: Rev. Colin Bossen
Musicians: Karin Tooley and UUSC Choir,
Barbara Boyd, Director

What is a fundamentalist? How do
fundamentalist readings of the Bible differ from
liberal readings? ow are fundamentalists
different from Pentecostals and conservatives?

Janaary 37, 2070, 7 p.m,
Love, Sex and the Bible
Worship Leader: Rev. Colin Bossen

usician: Karin Tooley

The Bible has diverse views on love and sex. In this
service we will explore a few of them to see how they
might cha]len%e our own understandings of human
love and sexuality.

Janwary 77, 2070, 77 an.

A Time for Change
Worship 1.eader: Rev. Colin Bossen
Mousicians: Karin Tooley and Rafiki (Liturgical Dance)

More than 40 years ago the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., spoke out against the Vietnam War. What
would King have to say today about the War on
Terror? How would he, and how should we,
understand the impact of the current war on our
society and the world?

Febraary 7, 2070, 77 anm,

Black Humanism
Worship 1 eader: Rev. Colin Bossen
usician: Karin Tooley

In the eatly 1970s African American Unitarian
Universalist theologian William Jones famously asked:
“Is God a white racist?” His question helped define
the emerging movement of black humanism. This
service will look at what black humanism is, where it
has come from and its relationship with Unitarian
Universalism.

Janaary 24, 2070, 7 p.m,

Transgender Spiritualit
Guest Worshs Lmderk[ eremiah Sunshine Wolfe
usician: Karin Tooley

Thanks to the work of feminist, womanist and
transgender activists, our culture has ogened uEFto
the natural diversity of gender and sex. The
experiences of transgender, genderqueer and
transsexual people have added to the wisdom of the
nature of lifg and spirit. We will explore how feminist,
womanist and transgender understandings have
transformed and shaped understandings of divinity
and spirit.

Sunshine {,(C}remiah Wolfe is the 2009-2010 intern
minister at West Shore Unitarian Universalist Church
in Rocky River. Ghe is a student at Starr King School
for the Ministry in Berkeley, CA. Sunshine is
genderqueer and’ asks that you use the non-gender

ronouns “ghe” and “gher” in reference to gherself.

[P

he “gh” is pronounced like the “g” in beige.

February 74, 2070, 77 an.
The Beloved Community

Wom/gz’ﬁ Leaders: Worship Associates:

Amy Collins, CLL, Michael Hugill, Mariamne Ingalls,

Valerie McFadden, Walter Nicholes and Emily Tuzson
Musicians: Karin Tooley and UUSC Cbgir,

Barbara Boyd, Director

One place that many Unitarian Universalists find
acceptance and love is within the Beloved Community.
This Valentine’s Day we will explore the meaning and
significance of the Beloved Community.

Wheelchair Available: The Society has a wheel chair
available for use during congregational events.

New UUSC Website: Check out our new Website at
www.uucleveland.org. Our email address is
office@uucleveland.org.
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January always has me thinking of beginnings and endings. One year has ended and another
has begun. Many of us make resolutions for the New Year and examine the accomplishments of
the old year. The increase in daylight hints at the coming of spring even as we battle with the deep
snow. A warm snap, difficult to imagine with this month's frigid weather, may cause buds to fat-
ten and branches to show hints of life's return.

The New Year reminds me that life is always in flux and that the world around me is constantly
changing. Living in Greater Cleveland provides much evidence that, all appearances to the con-
trary, even the most permanent human structures are only temporary. In the summer ruined in-
dustrial sites and collapsed domiciles will be covered with greenery. Nature's reclamation of the
land offers evidence that in almost every ending there is some form of beginning.

| do not know what beginnings and endings this year will bring for me or for anyone else.
There will be births, deaths, new friendships and projects. Much will unfold but what, exactly, is
difficult to tell. Life is, after all, a mystery. Whatever beginnings and endings this year brings |
wish you well.
love, Colin
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Innovative Ways to Approach Stewardship in Smaller Congregations  will be held Saturday,
Jan. 16 at the UU Congregation of Greater Canton starting at 9:00 a.m.

Does this sound like our Society: Would our congregation like to find new ways to talk about
money? Are our numbers growing faster than our financial resources? Are we looking for ways to
ask for increased commitment of all kinds from our members?

This workshop will show how to run a stewardship campaign based on the principles of Appre-
ciative Inquiry, with some fun ways of making it work in our congregation. Southwest UU Church
in Berea will share how they used this method to increase their pledges using these methods. Reg-
istration at 9 a.m. and program from 9:30 to 12 noon.

The workshop is free, though sponsors ask for donations for refreshments. For information and
registration, please go to http://www.ohiomeadville.org/conference/innovsteward.html

Joys and Concerns

Once a month, on the first Sunday, we invite people to individually share their Joys and Con-
cerns while a Worship Associate lights a candle in honor of the Joy or Concern. The rest of the
month Joys and Concerns are incorporated into the service leader's spoken meditation. If you have
a Joy or Concern you would like shared, there are three ways you can communicate it to the ser-
vice leader:

1. You can contact the Society's Office up until 6:00 p.m. on the Thursday before the service;

2. You can fill out a Joys and Concerns Form up until the start of the service. The forms, and a box
to receive them, are available in the back of the Sanctuary. They are collected by a Worship As-
sociate immediately before the service starts. On the form you can indicate whether or not you
would like to be contacted by the minister or if you would like your Joy or Concern included in
the Beacon.

3. On those weeks he is leading the service, you can send an -enail to Rev. Colin Bossen atminis-
ter@uucleveland.orgup until 10:00 a.m. Sunday morning.

If you would like to receive the minutes from Board Meetings via email, please contact the Soci-

l0azUw. I I PEIl dw OUI UOGEUDPYI OaOowUT | woOPOUUI Uwi ud
the Bulletin Board outside the Office.
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http://us.mc362.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=minister@uucleveland.org
http://us.mc362.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=minister@uucleveland.org
http://www.ohiomeadville.org/conference/innovsteward.html
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Resistance and Transformation
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Rev. Bossen is currently cewriting an adult religious education curriculum for the Unitarian Universalist
Association on Unitarian Universalist social justice history. The curriculum is due for release in the next month
or two. For the last several months the Beacon has featured short excerpt from the text. This month we include
one last excerpt (a description of the overlap between 1960s counterculture and the Unitarian Universalist
youth movement) within a couple of months the entire text should be available on -line at www.uua.org .

LRY, Cons and the Counter Culture

The 1960s were a time of turbulent social change. Movements in opposition to the Vietnam War and for the
rights of racial minorities, women, gays and lesbians and other historical disenfranchised groups fueled an
emerging youth culture that experimented with drugs, challenged social norms and created new art forms and
music. Young Unitarian Universalists were often heavily involved in both the emerging youth culture and the
movements for social change.

One of their principal points of engagement was through the Unitarian Universalist youth organization
Liberal Religious Youth (LRY). LRY existed from 1954 to 1982 and functioned on the congregational, federation
and continental levels. Federations were groups of congregational based youth groups that held periodic
conferences (alternatively called rallies or cons). Conferences were overnight youth organized events lasting in
duration from between a single night and a week or more.

Conferences could be life changing experiences for participants. They were almost entirely youth run and
were often the first experience that LRYers had away from parental supervision. One former conference
participant described the events this way: "Ask anyone who was involved in youth conferences and they will
remark on the intensity of the experience. We were free from all social conventions and labels. It was an
experience of revolutionary freedom that would haunt me for the rest of my life." Another member of LRY
wrote this about his conference memories: "...there was a feeling that years of experience were being
compressed into a mere twenty-four hours. There was the getting out of a sleeping bag and discovering damp
fields and the early morning sound of the stream and friends, real friends, stepping out with a shout of
morning to each other. Here was everyone in a fresh world, free because we had made our own rules and were
building our own saociety, if only for a week."

The freedom that LRY allowed youth often meant that they engaged in behaviors that they might not have
under the watchful eyes of their parents or amongst adults. They then could shed social norms and sometimes,
despite community rules to the counter, experiment with sex and drugs. For some these experiences were
transformative. For others they were abusive or damaging.

At least one intergenerational conference helped sparked the sixties drug culture. In the mid-1960s
substances such as the hallucinogenic LSD had not yet become illegal. Ken Kesey's Merry Pranksters weré
invited to a weeklong conference in Asilomar, California, by a group of young Unitarian Universalist ministers
calling themselves the Young Turks. The Merry Pranksters travelled across the country promoting psychedelic
drug use, non-conformity and personal and societal transformation. Their presence at the conference quickly
divided participants largely along generational lines. There were those who were "on the bus" with the Merry
Pranksters and those who were "off the bus.” By the end of the week some LRYers had experimented with
drugs and the Young Turks had become convinced that Unitarian Universalism needed to be transformed to
meet the needs of the younger generation. As movement Unitarian Universalists had taken a step closer to the
counter-culture. Afterwards, one minister spent time living with hippies in San Francisco's Haight -Ashbury
district in California.

Incidents like Asilomar were rare. The majority of youth run events or portions of events coordinated by
youth focused on youth empowerment and autonomy. Rule breakers and drug users were usually prohibited
from participating in LRY events. For many, like former LRY and UUA President Bill Sinkford, LRY "offered
opportunities for leadership, empowered me, and offered me a place where | fit." It provided a community
where young Unitarian Universalists could push the boundaries of both social conventions and their own
personalities.

LRY disbanded in 1982. Since then much has changed about Unitarian Universalist youth culture and much
has remained the same. Many youth still participate in conferences. These events are much tamer than their
predecessors but they still can be transformational for some and problematic for others.

From Our President
Happy New Year!

As we kick off 2010, you will notice that the new office is underway and almost complete. |
know that this has been a long process but it will be done soon and then the youth can begin

-ODwOOOODOIwEUOUOEwUIIwUEOEUUEUanDOUOEOzUw
coat of paint? | hear this happened about 15 years ago with a congregation painting party. Look
forward to a shout out for all available painters to take on this challenge later this winter, probably
in March.

I hope everyone enjoyed the holiday season and that 2010 is good to you.

bUI

Cheers! Maureen
REflections

| hope you all had a wonderful holiday season and a happy new year. Seeing that ball drop al-
ways makes me think about things | want to do in the next year. This year | want to get my base-
ment refinished, start writing that novel I've always talked about and | want to grow the UUSC RE
program. The concept of approaching our friends about our religious community is sometimes a
scary one. In Unitarian Universalism there is nothing that says we need to bring our friends and
family into our religious community and | love that we are part of a faith tradition that doesn't insist
on evangelism. However, | feel like we have something special here and | want to share it with oth-
ers... and you want to share it with others. We, as a congregation, have decided to grow. We've de-
cided that this community is valuable and should be shared. We don't need to evangelize, we want
to evangelize! And we want to evangelize like Unitarians, intelligently, respectfully, and with open
minds. To this end, | want to send out at least 50 letters to potential families between now and Sep-
tember 1st. But | can't send letters unless | have names and addresses. So here's what you are going
to do. You are going to think about families you know who would be a good fit at the Society, then
you're going to give their name(s) and address(es) to a member of the RE committee (A slip of paper
is fine or you can e-mail it to dre@uucleveland.org). Here's what I'm going to do. I'm going to send
them one letter inviting them to come see the UUSC and its RE program... and that's it. If they're in-
terested, great! If they aren't, as a UU evangelist, I'm going to respect thelr decision and move on to_
UT 1T wOl ROwi EOPOadw. UUWEOOOUOPUawhbUOz OwuUBT T Owi O
even know it's here. Let's go find them together!
Thanks, Nathan Staples: Director of Religious Education

~’

Body Mind Meditation Class at UUSC

Check out this new, open, monthly group ¢Body Mind Meditation with Rev. Mary Grigolia,

of the body, using visualization and insights from physiology, psychology and spirituality.

The class will meet every 3rd Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 12 noon in the Sanctuary. In the first
UIUUDOOwOOw)EOUEanIYOwDIzOOwIBXOOUIwULJwIIE
UOwl YI UaOOl w- OwxUl YPOUUwI Bx1 UBI OEl wkpbUI woOl E
on chairs or you are welcome to bring your own meditation cushion. Try it out. And come to as
many sessions as you like. There is no set fee; pay what you can (suggested donation $20 per
session).

The class is facilitated by Rev. Mary Grigolia and sponsored by UUSC. For more information,
please contact Mary at mary@marygrigolia.com or 919452-4194.

Rev. Mary Grigolia is a UU minister, facilitator of spiritual deepening, and composer. She has
published eight songbooks and_three recordings of original music. For 16 years she served as_
xEUPUT wOPOPUUI UwbOw- OUUTT EUCw. TDPOWEOEW#UUT EO
tion series, which emerged from more than 25 years teaching meditation and well-being. She and
her partner Cindy moved back to Northeast Ohio in 2009.

combining quided meditation with contemporary research in anatomy. In this 2 -I OUUuJEOEl'
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http://www.uua.org
mailto:dre@uucleveland.org
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UUSC News/Announcements

Pardon OurDust: 11 YO w! OUUI Oz UwOIl pwOIl I BEIl wOl I EUwl PODBUI
hardwood floor before the new furniture is delivered. The Great Office Move for Rev. Bossen and Na-
than Staples will be within a few weeks. Thanks to Maureen and her Painting Party Participants for
priming and painting the outer walls.

New Office Hours for Rev. Bossen: Starting in February, Rev. Bossen will be changing his office
hours. Stay tuned to The Flame for the new schedule.

Volunteers Needed: The Pastoral Care Associates are looking for volunteers to help sick and shutin
members with rides and food. Contact Rachel Webb for more information.

Membership Directory on PDF: The 20092010 Membership Directory is now available in PDF form.
If you would like to receive a PDF directory, contact Carol in the UUSC Office.

Temperature in the Sanctuary: To prevent disruptions during the Service, we will be lowering the
furnace temperature from 10:45 a.m. to noon on Sundays. If you find it warm when you arrive, it
should cool down soon.

Calling All Copies of UU World : The Society is_collecting your used copies of UU World to give to

to Kelsey Fischer on Sundays.

Circle Suppers Sat., Jan. 9:Circle Suppers are casual potluck suppers in host homes. This is a fing
way to get to know some congregation people outside your usual contacts, and a great way for new
members to get to know our congregants. Just good food and good conversation. There is no long
term commitment and no requirement to host. All are welcome. For questions, call Mary Schatzman
at 216321-7264 or maryschatzman@sbcglobal.net.

Earth-Centered Spirituality Group Sun., Jan. 17: The ECSG will gather to celebrate Candlemas, the
Feast of the Celtic Goddess Brigit. This will be a combination ritual/teaching session. Potluck at 1, rit-
ual and storytelling at 2 p.m. Contact Lainey Warren or Mary Schatzman for more information.

Body Mind Meditation Class Wed., Jan. 20: Rev. Mary Grigolia will be facilitating her Body Mind
Meditation Class on the 3rd Wednesday of every month between January 20 and June 16 in the UUSQ
Sanctuary. Each session will cover a different system in the body. (See the article on page 3 of this is
sue of The Beacon.)

Semi-Annual Committee Update Wed., Jan. 27: The UUSC Board of Trustees will be hosting the first
SemiAnnual Committee Update at 6 p.m. All UUSC Committee chairs or delegates will meet to pre-
sent a brief update for the Board and other committees.

Earth-Centered Spirituality Group Drum Circle Field Trip Sat., Jan. 30:  The ECSG will go to Angel
House in Strongsville to join their Drum Circle. Contact Peg Lagodny for a ride or to carpool.

Rev. Bossen Out of Town: Rev. Bossen will be attending the Winter Retreat of the OMD UU Minis-
Ul UUzw UUOEPEUPOOwW%l ES whhwUT UOUT T wt dw' 1T wpDOOWE (
ing of the CENTER committee of the UUMA.

Homeless Stand Down: 31 1 w2 OEDI UawPUwWEOOOI EUPOT wUOEI UPIE
" OO0l Ol UUwW2 UEOQGEwW#OpO6w/ Ol EUI wEUDOT wbOw- $6wli Oz
sizes. Thank you for helping to reach our goal of 75 pairs. Monetary donations will be accepted. Ta
to Linda Coulter for more information.
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Kel seyos Corner

This December, the Society reached 99 members! As we welcomed new members Mandy and
Zoe Economos, Ellen Fry, Seven Harris, and Michael Sullivan, | spoke with some of you to find out
how in this new year the Society could more effectively reach out to everyone in our area looking for
EwODPE] UEOQwUI OPT POUUWEOOOUOPUAS W( WPEUWUOOE WE a |
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How many people might rush through our doors if they simply knew we existed? We are cur-
rently looking for volunteers to serve on our new Membership Committee and help us answer this
question. The committee will meet for the first time in February and will work with me throughout
UlTTwal EUwUOOwWPOEUI EUIl wUTT w20EPI UazUwYDUPEDPODU
Membership Committee will do include:

%% organizing groups to hang flyers and represent the Society at local events

% writing articles and press releases for local papers

# communicating quarterly with members and key groups (e.g. young adults, families participat-
ing in the RE program, etc.) to make sure we are reaching out to everyonein our community
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please talk to me! Thanks to the brilliance of Dana Bjorklund and Linda Coulter, the Society will
now be collecting used copies of UU World UO w] BDYT wUOwOUUwYDPUDPUOUUB w
UOwEOOEUIw@EOjUQgUwaUpLUwIODwOOEwaOIEUIwEUD
EOEwI YI UaOOIl wl OUIl wh|l Owl EVUwWUI EUI EwUI | BUWBEIT EUW
Thanks,

Kelsey Fischer
Membership Coordinator
fischer.kelsey@gmail.com

a w

The January Special Collection will benefit Green City Blue Lake, the sustainability center of The
Cleveland Museum of Natural History that works to engage the public about the design of ecologi-
cal cities and how humans can live sustainably on Earth in the 21st century. Other upcoming special
collections will benefit CASA (February), the Home Repair Resource Center (March), seminarians
affiliated with the Society (April), Planned Parenthood (May) Rebuilding Together Cleveland (June)
and Sierra Club Inner City Outings (July). The recipient of the August special collection has not yet
been selected. If you have a suggestion please let Rev. Bossen know. The December special collecti
for Urban Hope raised $183.00 and the Christmas Eve special collection raised $164.50 for th
Heights Hunger Center and $429.50 the Minister's Discretionary Fund.
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