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Board Meetings are held on the 
4rd Wednesday of  the month at 
7:00 p.m. 

                    Birthdays and Anniversaries 

This is only a partial list, to make it complete, send your special dates 

to the Office at office@uucleveland.org or just call and leave a message 

on the machine.  Thanks!!   

October  

Stephanie Cohen   1 

Ken Nightingale   8 

Ed Fritz 11 

Carson Burwell 16 

Sharon Cook 19 

Eric Wellman 22 

Dana Bjorklund 
 
Adrian Leigh 
 
Joel Prater 

25 
 

26 
 

28 

UUSC DEADLINES: 
Beacon Articles: Deadline for November is Oct. 25. 

Order of  Service/Announcements:  
Wednesday a.m. before the Sunday Service 

Board Reports: Tuesday a.m. before the Board Meeting 

2728 Lancashire Road 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio  44106 

Phone: 216-932-1898 
Fax: 216-932-1516 

Email: office@uucleveland.org 
www.uucleveland.org 
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 A  M O N T H L Y  N E W S L E T T E R  O F  

The Beacon 

Musical Prelude at 10:45 a.m. Service at 11:00 a.m. 

October 25, 2009, 11 a.m. 
Beyond the Burning River 

Worship Leader: Rev. Colin  Bossen  
Musician: Karin Tooley 

   More than forty years ago the Cuyahoga River 
caught fire. Shortly afterward Lake Erie was so 
polluted that the Society’s former minister Farley 
Wheelwright helped organize a 10,000-person march 
to publicly bury it. We have come a long way since 
then. Today words like regionalism and sustainability 
are buzz words in Greater Cleveland. But what do 
these words really mean and how are they related to 
our spiritual lives? 
 

November 1, 2009, 11 a.m. 
Day of the Dead 

Worship Leaders: Rev. Colin Bossen and Nathan Staples, DRE  
Musician: Karin Tooley 

   The Day of the Dead is celebrated throughout Latin 
America. It is a time to remember family and friends 
who have died and to reflect upon our own mortality. 
As part of this intergenerational service of 
remembrance and reflection, we will be building an 
altar to commemorate our ancestors. Please bring 
photographs, stories and other mementos of your 
departed loved ones to share. You are also invited to 
wear your Halloween costume. 
 

  November 7, 2009, 8 p.m. 
  Uzizi, a local alternative rock band inspired by Sacred 
Harp singing, will be giving a concert on Sat., Nov. 7 at 8:  
p.m. at the UUSC. Admission is $5 at the door and CDs 
will be available for sale. Please see the flyer included in 
this month’s Beacon for more information. 
 

November 8, 2009, 11 a.m. 
The Pagan Origins of the Bible 

  Worship Leader: Rev. Colin Bossen 
Musician: Uzizi 

  In Psalms, Genesis and a few other places, the Bible 
contains glimpses of the pagan beliefs held by some of its 
earliest authors. This service will explore those beliefs. 
What we learn about them might re-shape our 
understanding of the Bible and the Biblical view of God. 
 
 
 
 

October 4, 2009, 11 a.m. 
Association Sunday: 

Standing on the Side of Love 
Worship Leader: Rev. Colin Bossen  

Musician: Karin Tooley 
   Standing on the Side of Love is a public 
advocacy campaign, sponsored by the UUA, 
promoting respect for the inherent worth and 
dignity of every person. This year for Association 
Sunday we will celebrate the efforts of this 
campaign and the spirit of Unitarian Universalist 
public advocacy. 
   

October 11, 11 a.m. 
What the Bible Really Says 

About Homosexuality 
Worship Leader: Rev. Colin Bossen 

Musician: Karin Tooley 
   Religious conservatives often use the Bible to 
argue against the morality of homosexuality. But 
what does the text really say? How might it be 
used to advocate for a world where all are 
afforded equal rights? Come to this service and 
find out! 

 
October 18, 2009, 11 a.m. 

Living on an Island Planet: Musings 
on the 7th Principle 

Guest Worship Leader: John Martin 
Musicians: Karin Tooley and  

UUSC Choir, Barbara Boyd, Director 
   Despite our seeming disconnection to all things 
natural, we are not separate from, but are an 
integral part of the web of all life on this planet. 
What we do to the earth and to other species, we 
ultimately do to ourselves. Still, it’s not yet too 
late for us to change. October 24th is the 
International Day of Action regarding climate 
change and we not only can, but must act to 
lower our impact on the ecosystem. Time is 
quickly running out. John Martin is the student 
minister at All Souls Unitarian Universalist 
Church of Bellville. 
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Board Minutes 

     If you would like to receive the minutes from Board Meetings via email, please contact the Soci-
ÌÛàɀÚɯ.ÍÍÐÊÌȭɯ ÓÛÌÙÕÈÛÐÝÌÓàȮɯÛÏÌɯÔÐÕÜÛÌÚɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÌÝÐÖÜÚɯÔÖÕÛÏɀÚɯ!ÖÈÙËɯ,ÌÌÛÐÕÎɯÈÙÌɯ×ÖÚÛÌËɯÖÕɯ
the Bulletin Board outside the Office. 

     At the congregational meeting on September 20th the members of the Society voted unani-
mously to adopt a new mission and vision statement: "We are a joyful, welcoming, religious 
community. We strive to be a sanctuary for all who enter, to reflect the diversity of the local com-
munity, and to work toward a more just and sustainable society." This mission and vision state-
ment are reflective of both where our congregation has been over the last years and how we 
hope to grow.  
     The adoption of our new mission and vision statement reminded me of just how much this 
congregation has grown over the last few years. One of things that our numerical growth has 
meant is that we have attracted a lot of people new to Unitarian Universalism. I suspect that be-
cause some of you are so new you are not familiar with the role that a Unitarian Universalist 
minister places within a congregation.  
     One of the reasons for having a minister and a religious community is so that you can find 
help when you need it. I am available for consultation and various kinds of help. The more I hear 
of your concerns, and the better acquainted we become, the easier it will be for me to help you 
meet you particular needs. When you are struggling with a personal difficulty it might be helpful 
for you to talk with me. You are not "bothering" me with your problem and you are not "taking 
time away from more important things." But please remember I can only help when I am made 
aware of your needs.  Here are just some of the instances when you might call me: 
 
       When you do not yet know me and want to get acquainted. 
       When you or someone you care about is in the hospital or home sick. 
       When you have an important choice to make -- personal, moral, vocational, educational, etc. 
       When you are planning a wedding. 
       When you want your children to participate in a dedication ceremony with you. 
       When you like to talk through a religious concern. 
       When someone is dying or there is a death in the family. 
       When you are interested in becoming a member. 
       When you are having difficulties in your marriage or in your family --  before you see a 
              lawyer about a divorce. 
       When you are arrested or in jail. 
       When you have an idea about the congregation -- something you'd like to see or hear or do. 
       When you are feeling a lack of meaning in your life. 
       When, for any reason, you want to talk over something that is troubling you. 
 
    My office hours currently are Tuesdays through Thursday, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. I am also 
available by appointment. You should always feel free to come up and introduce yourself on a 
Sunday. 
 
    Next month I will write a little about the role of the minister in congregational polity. 
 
love, 
 
Colin 
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Resistance and Transformation 
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     Rev. Bossen is currently co-writing an adult religious education curriculum for the Unitarian 
Universalist Association on Unitarian Universalist social justice history. The curriculum is due for 
release January 2010. Between now and then each month the Beacon will contain a sneak-peak of the 
curriculum.  
 

Margaret Fuller  
 

     Margaret Fuller was born a woman, and so could not attend the institutions of higher learning that 
her father and her male peers were able to attend. She persevered with her education on her own 
terms, refused to accept the limited role of women in American society, and pioneered issues of 
6ÖÔÌÕɀÚɯ1ÐÎÏÛÚȭ  
      A member of the Transcendentalists circle, she and Ralph Waldo Emerson were intellectual 
sparring partners. She was an editor and contributor to The Dial, the famous Transcendentalist 
journal of the era.  Plagued by financial troubles after the death of her father in 1835, she took teaching 
×ÖÚÐÛÐÖÕÚɯÛÖɯÔÈÒÌɯÌÕËÚɯÔÌÌÛȮɯÐÕÊÓÜËÐÕÎɯÛÐÔÌɯÚ×ÌÕÛɯÈÛɯ!ÙÖÕÚÖÕɯ ÓÊÖÛÛɀÚɯÌß×ÌÙÐÔÌÕÛÈÓɯ3ÌÔ×ÓÌɯ2ÊÏÖÖÓȭ  
      $ÓÐáÈÉÌÛÏɯ/ÌÈÉÖËàȮɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯ%ÜÓÓÌÙɀÚɯÎÙÌÈÛÌÚÛɯÍÙÐÌÕËÚȮɯÖÞÕÌËɯÈɯÉÖÖÒÚÏÖ×ɯÖÕɯ6ÌÚÛɯ2ÛÙÌÌÛɯÐÕɯ!ÖÚÛÖÕȭɯ It 
was there that Fuller began holding her Conversations. Unable to attend Harvard Divinity School as 
Ralph Waldo Emerson, William Ellery Channing and Theodore Parker had (Harvard did not admit 
women until much later), Fuller took it upon herself to create a place where women could discuss the 
same issues of ethics, education, theology, fine arts and classical mythology that the male friends and 
husbands of her circle took for granted.  She often procured the same books that were being discussed 
at the Divinity School, and supported herself and her writing from income generated through these 
salons. Men were only allowed to attend one series of sessions at the bookshop, and by general 
account, that series was not as successful as the women-only events. 
      (ÕɯƕƜƘƙȮɯ%ÜÓÓÌÙɀÚɯÔÖÚÛɯÐÕÍÓÜÌÕÛÐÈÓɯÞÖÙÒȮɯ6ÖÔÌÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ-ÐÕÌÛÌÌÕÛÏɯ"ÌÕÛÜÙàȮɯÞÈÚɯ×ÜÉÓÐÚÏÌËȭɯ
/ÌÈÉÖËàɀÚɯ!ÖÖÒÚÏÖ×ɯÏÈËɯÉÌÊÖÔÌɯÈɯÔÌÌÛÐÕÎɯ×ÓÈÊÌɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÎÙÖÞÐÕÎɯ6ÖÔÌÕɀÚɯ1ÐÎÏÛÚɯÔÖÝÌÔÌÕÛȮɯÈÕËɯ
%ÜÓÓÌÙɀÚɯÉÖÖÒɯÌÕÊÈ×ÚÜÓÈÛÌËɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙÒɯÖÍɯÛÏÈÛɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàȭɯ'ÖÙÈÊÌɯ&ÙÌÌÓÌàȮɯÐÕɯÏÐÚɯÙÌÝÐÌÞɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÉÖÖÒȮɯ
ÚÛÈÛÌËȮɯɁ(ÛɯÞÈÚɯÛÏÌɯÓÖÍÛÐÌÚÛɯÈÕËɯÔÖÚÛɯÊÖÔÔÈÕËÐÕÎɯÈÚÚÌÙÛÐÖÕɯàÌÛɯÔÈËÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÙÐÎÏÛɯÖÍɯ6ÖÔÈÕɯÛÖɯÉÌɯ
regarded and treated as an independent, intelligent, rational being, entitled to an equal voice in 
framing and modifying the laws she is required to obey, and in controlling and disposing of the 
property she has inherited or aided to acquire . . . hers is the ablest, bravest, broadest, assertion yet 
made of what are termed Woman's Rights." 
      In 1846, Fuller traveled to Europe on a writing assignment. Once there, she became enmeshed in 
the uprisings in Italy and found a freedom that had eluded her in New England. She and a young 
Italian nobleman, Giovanni Ossoli, had a child together in 1848. Uncertain of what her reception 
might be back in New England, she and Ossoli set out with their son to return to the United States in 
1850. On the voyage home, the ship was wrecked on a sandbar off of Fire Island, New York, and the 
entire family, along with most of the passengers, was killed. Upon hearing of the wreck, Emerson sent 
3ÏÖÙÌÈÜɯÖÜÛɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÉÌÈÊÏɯÛÖɯÚÌÌɯÐÍɯÈÕàɯÖÍɯ%ÜÓÓÌÙɀÚɯÞÙÐÛÐÕÎÚɯÊÖÜÓËɯÉÌɯÙÌÊÖÝÌÙÌËȮɯÉÜÛɯÕÖÛÏÐÕÎɯÞÈÚɯÍÖÜÕËȭ 
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REflections 
      

Joys and Concerns 
     
      Once a month, on the first Sunday, we invite people to individually share their Joys and Concerns 
while a Worship Associate lights a candle in honor of the Joy or Concern. The rest of the month Joys 
and Concerns are incorporated into the service leader's spoken meditation. If you have a Joy or Con-
cern you would like shared, there are three ways you can communicate it to the service leader:  
 

1. You can contact the Society's Office up until 6:00 p.m. on the Thursday before the service; 
2. You can fill out a Joys and Concerns Form up until the start of the service. The forms, and a box to 

receive them, are available in the back of the Sanctuary. They are collected by a Worship Associate 
immediately before the service starts. On the form you can indicate whether or not you would like 
to be contacted by the minister or if you would like your Joy or Concern included in the Beacon. 

3. On those weeks he is leading the service, you can send an e-mail to Rev. Colin Bossen at minis-
ter@uucleveland.org up until 10:00 a.m. Sunday morning.  

    I couldn't be happier about our RE program this year. Our child and youth classes are working 
with excellent curricula and have great teacher teams. This year our Adult education program is 
trying something new by hosting a series of Sunday forums on topics that interest the congrega-
tion. And now, before sign-up has even ended, our Covenant groups have higher participation 
than they've had in years. We are on target to have an excellent year here at the Society and I'd like 
to share this coming year with as many people as possible. At this point you should already know 
that the RE committee is asking for your help to find new families to join the Society. We're asking 
that you simply give us the names of the members of a family and their address so that we can 
send them a letter about our RE program. The family can either read the letter and contact the So-
ciety for more information or if they're not interested they can just recycle the letter and not have 
to think about it again. So as you're thinking about it now, either send an e-mail with the names 
and address of the family your thinking of to dre@uucleveland.org or write it down and stick it in 
your pocket so that you have it on Sunday morning! 
 

Thanks, 
 

Nathan Staples, Director of Religious Education 
 

  

 

     A few years ago a UU congregation in Maine with a very small RE program sent out a letter to 
families in their area asking them to attend. After 3 years, their program went from 5 children to al-
most 50. Our congregation has a great RE program for our children that has plenty of room for 
growth, and the RE committee has drafted a wonderful letter. The only thing missing now are fami-
lies to send the letter to. The RE committee will be approaching the congregation in coming weeks to 
get names and addresses of families who you feel would be a good match for our community. Let 
me assure you that our intention is not to annoy your friends; far from it. This letter will be sent out 
once and only once, and we will only follow up with families who get back in touch with us. So start 
ÛÏÐÕÒÐÕÎɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÕÈÔÌÚɯÈÕËɯÈËËÙÌÚÚÌÚȭɯ+ÌÛɀÚɯÞÖÙÒɯÛÖÎÌÛÏÌÙɯÛÖɯÎÙÖÞɯÛÏÐÚɯÞÖÕËÌÙÍÜÓɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàȵ 
 
Thanks, 
Nathan Staples and the RE Committee 

Bringing In New Families 

http://us.mc362.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=minister@uucleveland.org
http://us.mc362.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=minister@uucleveland.org
mailto:dre@uucleveland.org
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UUSC News/Announcements 
Note New Hours:  Rev. Colin Bossen has changed his office hours to Tuesdays through Thursdays, 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Nathan Staples , Director of Religious Education, has changed his office hours 
to Wednesdays 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and Sundays 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. They are available at 
other times by appointment. The UUSC office hours are Tuesdays 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Wednes-
days 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., and Thursdays 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
 

Pardon Our Dust:  Construction on the new office space at the back of the Sanctuary should begin 
soon. We are expecting construction to start sometime in mid-October and be completed no later than 
the middle of November. 
 

OMDUUMA Retreat Oct. 5 -7: Rev. Bossen will be out of town at the autumn retreat of the Ohio 
Meadville District Chapter of the Unitarian Universalist Ministers Association. If during this time you 
need to reach him, he will be available via cell phone at 216-702-5538. 
 

Circle Suppers Sat., Oct. 10: There is a sign-up sheet on a clipboard at the Welcome Table at the rear 
of the Sanctuary. Or contact Mary Schatzman at 216-321-7264 or maryschatzman@sbcglobal.net. 
 

Ɂ3ÏÌɯ+ÈÙÈÔÐÌɯ/ÙÖÑÌÊÛɂɯÈÛɯ3ÙÐ-C Mon., Oct. 12: Tri-C Performing Arts will present a staged reading of 
Ɂ3ÏÌɯ+ÈÙÈÔÐÌɯ/ÙÖÑÌÊÛɯ$×ÐÓÖÎÜÌȯɯ3ÌÕɯ8ÌÈÙÚɯ+ÈÛÌÙɂɯÈÛɯ/ÐÓÎÙÐÔɯ"ÏÜÙÊÏɯÐÕɯ3ÙÌÔÖÕÛȭɯ3ÏÌɯËÈÛÌɯÔÈÙÒÚɯÛÌÕɯ
years since the brutal murder of gay University of Wyoming student Mathew Shepard. Across the 
country, over 130 readings in all 50 states will take place simultaneously. 
 

Cuyahoga County Reform Initiative Thurs., Oct. 15:  The League of Women Voters will present a 30-
minute presentation on the Cuyahoga County Reform Initiative, Issue 6, at the Society at 7 p.m. The 
presentation cuts through the rhetoric to clearly explain how the new Charter will create checks and 
balances, and improve accountability and openness in government. The League of Women Voters has 
been championing county government reform since the 1930s. Since 1994, there have been 4 attempts 
at reform, including the current issue. For more information, go towww.LWVCuyahogaArea.org. 
  
Earth-Centered Spirituality Group Sun., Oct. 18:  At the regular monthly get-together, we will ex-
plore Tools and Divination. Please watch The Flame for further details. 
 
After -Service Nature Walk Sun., Oct. 25:  All are welcome for a walk at Forest Hill Park, Parking Lot 
#1, off Lee Road. For questions, ask David Schatzman or Peter Dillard. 
 
Board Meeting Now on 4th Wednesday:  The next Board Meeting will be Wednesday, October 28. 
 
Earth-Centered Spirituality Group Sun., Nov. 1:  The ECSG will have a formal, evening celebration 
of Samhain. Samhain is an important harvest festival, focusing on the remembrance of passed loved 
ones and the transition from summer to the darkness of winter. Since there will be items that partici-
pants will need to bring and prepare, we are asking that you please RSVP so we can send you the de-
tails. Please contact Emily Tuzson at river.girl@att.net or Elaine Weaver at xraychic71@hotmail.com. 
We will also be having our regular monthly gathering.   
 
Young Adult Worship Service:  Rev. Bossen and Krissie Wells are currently planning a young adult 
focused outreach worship service for sometime in March. The evening will be highly participatory 
and include dance and contemporary music. If you would like to participate in planning the service, 
please contact Rev. Bossen or Krissie. 
 
Leadership in a Multicultural World, Sat., Oct. 10, First Unitarian Church of Toledo:  Join Rev. 
Bossen and Nathan Staples at the Leadership in a Multicultural World conference. You will learn 
about what resources the Unitarian Universalist Association has to help congregations create a wel-
coming, multicultural, Unitarian Universalist communities. The main speaker is the Rev. Hope John-
son, minister of Unitarian Universalist of Central Nassau and a member of the Executive Committee 
of the Unitarian Universalist Ministers Association. The event will cost $35 per person. Assistance 
may be available for those who wish to attend the conference. 
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UUSC Worship Survey Results 

 Special Collections:  The October 4 Special Collection will benefit the Unitarian Universalist Asso-
ciation. The September 13 Special Collection raised $189 for  InterAct Cleveland. The November 8 
Special Collection will benefit US Together. Thank you for your generosity!  

Special Collection 

     The results of the worship survey have been compiled, and we've heard you. The most important 
messages that we've gotten from the survey are: 
     The congregation does not support a second worship service on Sunday mornings that might 
compete with the current worship service. Common concerns include the possibility of "diluting" 
the current attendance, the additional resources that might be needed to support such a service, and 
concerns about the loss of fellowship with other members. 
     The congregation would support periodic lay-led services that include activities or elements that 
aren't commonly found in our current services ɬ such as group discussion, more congregational par-
ticipation, contemporary music, political speakers, or meditation. 
     The young adults would favor some worship events that specifically target our young adult com-
munity ɬ as long as they aren't held on Friday or Saturday nights. 
     Similarly, our families with children would like to see some family-focused worship or religious 
events that allow for families to participate together. 
     We would like to thank everyone who participated in the survey. The feedback you gave was ex-
tremely valuable, and deepened our understanding of the needs and desires of our religious life 
here at the UUSC. The information we garnered will be used to help guide our worship plans for the 
coming year. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Colin, Amy and the Worship Associates 
 

   
 
 
 
Lawn Mowers:  Many thanks to the lawn mowers of the Summer of 2009. It was a tough job, but 
somebody had to do it! Our terrific volunteers this summer were Linda Coulter, Brett Cohen, Lisa 
Constantino, Pat Dillard, Marie Finnigan-Nightingale, Jeri Rask and David Schatzman. Thanks, Pat 
Dillard 
 
Young Adult Apple Picking Sat., Oct. 17:  The UUSC Young Adult Group will meet at UUSC and go 
apple picking at Eddy Fruit Farm from 1-4 p.m. Bring a good picking arm and cash. Apples are 85 
cents a pound; if we pick $5-worth per person, we can donate some to the Cleveland Food Bank. 
Rain date is Oct. 18. For information, contact Rachel Webb at rmwebbynp@hotmail.com. The group 
will be meeting once a month, so if you ideas for a program, let Rachel know. 
 
 

Our Youth Need Your Help:  Our Coming of Age classroom is moving. The high school students 
will have their own room. Needed most are two gently-used couches for their room. Please contact 
Anela Forrest at 216-215-0651 or email her at swimming68@hotmail.com  if you know of someone 
who could donate a couch. A financial donation would be great so we could buy them at a second 
hand store. We would need them as soon as possible. Thank you!  
 
Important OMD Fall Events:  Mark your calendars for these District events: 
     Healthy Congregations 2 - Shaker Heights - October 3 
     Leadership Conference - Leadership in a Multicultural World - October 10 
     Healthy Congregations 3 - Shaker Heights - October 17 
     Webinar - Congregational Website Management - October 24 
     Healthy Congregations 4 - Shaker Heights - October 31 
      
 
  

More Announcements 


