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UUSC Board of Trustees

Maureen Meslovich  President

Elaine Weaver  Vice President

Beverly Austin Secretary
Steve Doell Treasurer
Jesse Honsky Member
Michael Hugill Member
Marie Nightingale Member
Rachel Webb Member

Board Meetings are held on the
4rd Wednesday of the month at
7:00 p.ym.

Birthdays and Anniversaries

This is only a partial list, to make it complete, send your special dates
to the Office at office@uucleveland.org or just call and leave a message
on the machine. Thanks!!

November

Carol Splaver 5
Miriam Grossman 14
Rachel Wellman 17
Anela Forrest 26

November 7, 2009, 77 an.

Day of the Dead
Worship Leaders: Rev. Colin Bossen
and Nathan Staples, DRE
Musician: Karin Tooley
The Day of the Dead is celebrated throughout
Latin America. It is a time to remember family
and friends who have died and to reflect upon
our own mortality. As part of this
intergenerational service of remembrance and
reflection, we will be building an altar to
commemorate our ancestors. Please bring
photographs, stories and other mementos of your
departed loved ones to share. You are also
invited to wear your Halloween costume.

November 7, 2009, 8 yxs

Uzizi in Concert
Uzizi, a local alternative rock band inspired by
Sacred Harp singing, will perform Sat., Nov. 7 at
8 p.m. at the UUSC. Admission is $5 at the door and
CDs will be available for sale.

November 22, 2009, 77 an.
Thanksgiving:

Giving Thanks, But to Whom?
Worship 1eaders: Rev. Colin Bossen , Nathan Staples, DRE,
Amy Collins, CLL, and Walt Nicholes
Musicians: Karin Tooley and UUSC Choir,

Barbara Boyd, Director

Each year in November, we pause to express our
gratitude for friends, family, and joys in our lives. We
can usually identity things for which we are thankful —
but who are we thanking? Who — or what — is
responsible for the blessings we enjoy, and is
“thankfulness” an appropriate response? )>c7)in us for
this intergenerational service as we explore
Thanksgiving from a Unitarian Universalist
perspective.

November 8, 2009, 77 an,

The Pagan Origins of the Bible
Worship Leader: Rev. Colin Bossen
Musician: Kathy Jo ijlgfe//, harp
In Psalms, Genesis and other places, the Bible gives
glimpses of the pagan beliefs held by some of its
earliest authors. is service will explore those
beliefs. What we learn about them might re-shape our
Lg}rld(izrstanding of the Bible and the Biblical view of
od.

November 29, 2009, 77 an.

Breathing and The Butterfly
Guest Worship Leader: Rev. Daniel Budd
Mousicians: Paul Minkler (horn) and Karin Tooley (piano)

Rev. Daniel E. Budd is Parish Minister of First
Unitarian Church of Shaker Heights. He serves on the
Community Leaders Council/Greater Cleveland of
Planned Parenthood of Northeast Ohio, the Steerin
Committee for We Believe in Ohio, the InterAct
Cleveland Religious Leaders Advisory Committee,
and the Board of C.G. Jung Educational Center of
Cleveland.

November 75, 2009, 77 an,

The Abraham Ethic
Guest Worship Leader: Ramez;, Islambouli
Musician: Karin Tooley
Abraham is a central figure in the Jewish, Christian
and Islamic religions. Ramez Islambouli will be
reflecting on the person of Abraham, what made him
such an important figure in Islam and what we can
learn from him. Mr. Islambouli teaches Islamic law,
religion, Arabic and Islamic studies at several local
universities. He is also a Muslim Chaplain at
Um'versi? Hospitals, and the President ot Ugbah
0

Mosgue undation in Cleveland.

December 6, 2009, 77 an,

Trouble the Waters
Worship 1.eader: Rev. Colin Bossen
usician: Karin Toole

Conflict is a part of our lives and our communities.
How do we acﬁltess conflict when it erupts into our
personal or public lives? Can conflict be healthy? Is it
something to be avoided? Come and reflect on the
spiritual dimensions of conflict.

Wheelchair Available: The Society has a wheel chair
available for use during congregational events.

New UUSC Website: Check out our new Website at
www.uucleveland.org.  Our email address is
office@uucleveland.org.
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Notes from our Minister

Unitarian Universalists use a special form of governance for our religious communities called
congregational polity. Congregational polity is a highly democratic form of governance where the
ultimate authority of the congregation lies neither with the clergy nor with the Board of Trustees
but with the congregation itself gathered in a congregational meeting. In such a system it is the
congregation that call ministers and elects the Board of Trustees.

Circle Suppers

Sat

7 Uzizi Concert
8 p.m.

14 Green Sanc-
tuary 10 a.m.

6:30 p.m.

21

28

Covenant Group

CG =

Indeed, in congregational polity the principle authority of the clergy comes from our relation-
ship with the congregation. Historically clergy have been ordained by and affiliated with congre-
gations to offer religious leadership, spiritual guidance, pastoral care and religious education. In-
creasingly today clergy are expected to oversee the day-to-day operations of a congregation's ad-
ministration as well. When we take on the role of chief administrator we do so because the Board
and the congregation have delegated us the authority to act in that role.

For people who were not raised Unitarian Universalist or in another religious community that
uses congregational polity our system of governance can take getting used to. Unlike the Catholic
Church, our clergy do not reign supreme over the laity. In our system each congregation is autono-
mous ¢ but federated with other liberal religious communities for mutual aid and support ¢ and so
unlike the Episcopalians, Methodists, Presbyterians or Lutherans (just to name a few) our religious
association is not some outside authority help that can tell us what to do. The Unitarian Universal-
ist Association of Congregations exists only to us accomplish what we cannot accomplish by our-
selves.

If you would like to learn more about congregational polity three excellent resources are Inter-
dependence: Renewing Congregational Polity by The Commission on Appraisal, C0n§re ational Polity
by Conrad Wright and Our Covenant by Alice Blair Wesley. | have copies of all three of these
books, and others beside, if you would like to borrow them.
love,

Colin

New Membership Coordinator

Kelsey Fischer is a resident of Mentor, Lake County, and a graduate of Youngstown State Uni-

YIUUPUaAaOwPT T Ul wUTT wUUUEDT Ews O1 OPUT WEOGEWYDOOD

tor, she served a year as an AmeriCorps VISTA Volunteer in Southern West Virginia. He interests
include music, community development and food: growing, cooking and - most of all - eating it.

Qu
£

November 2009
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Board Minutes

If you would like to receive the minutes from Board Meetings via email, please contact the Soci-
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the Bulletin Board outside the Office.
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Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri

Sun

6

27 Office Closed

5 Shifting Gears

1:30 p.m.

7:30 p.m.

19 Joseph Camp- 20

bell Round Table

7:30-9 p.m.

26

iving Day
0se§

d

Thank
Office

4

1 1 Veterans Day 12 Pagan 101 CG 13

18

2 5 Board Meet-

ing 7 p.m.

3 Election Day

10 Choir Re-

hearsal 8-9:30 p.m.

17

24 Choir Re-

hearsal 8-9:30 p.m.

1 December

2

9

16

23

30

1 First Sunday

Lunch 12:30 p.m.
ECSG 6-9 p.m.

8 GLBT Discus-

sion CG 1 p.m.

15 Ecsc1 p.m.

22

2 9 Nature Walk

Centered Spirituality

After Service Earth-
1p.m.

Beacon Deadline
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Resistance and Transformation

Rev. Bossen is currently co-writing an adult religious education curriculum for the Unitarian
Universalist Association on Unitarian Universalist social justice history. The curriculum is due for
release January 2010. Between now and then each month the Beacon will contain a sneak-peak of the
curriculum,

A. Powell Davies

_ Arthur Powell Davies did not start out as a Unitarian minister. He came to the United States in 1928
| UOOwWS$ O1 OECEQWEUWEwWODPODPUUI
Unitarian movement, he became one of the leading figures in the American Unitarian Association and
was an advocate for institutional growth and change throughout his career. He advocated for a move
away from the view of Unitarianism as just another sect of Christianity, proclaiming, "If we are 'just
another Protestant denomination, then we have no distinction and no justification for larger scale
advance. If we are what Channing called 'the universal church' . . . then we must begin to be that
church.”

Davies was a popular and talented preacher who was greatly involved in the social and political
issues of his day. He wrote extensively in favor of the American pursuit of freedom, and when
McCarthyism ran rampant through the country, his well-known anti-Communist credibility allowed
him to speak out against questionable governmental tactics without calling his own_patriotism into

U wbd O wUdnEe bEfdundhis hotheuin thel|l |
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Church, Unitarian, with influence that extended to several Supreme Court justices and even to the
ExxOPl EwlOi | wUEOGI w?Ei EON | wi UOOwWPDOT DO» wWUUUEUDI T a
desegregation. He worked to establish an integrated youth club and led a city-wide campaign to
patronize restaurants that were racially integrated, while at _the same time he maintained his
membership in a prestigious whites-OO0Oa w i 1 OUOI OEO7ZUWEOQUEOQwT O0xb0
through institutional channels.

Meanwhile, under the leadership of Davies, the All Souls Church, Unitarian began spinning off
PEEUTT Ul U2 WETUUETT UOQwxOEQUDPOT woOI PwEOGOT UITEUDO(
Muriel Davies, nurtured these new institutions. His passion for his work kept him from slowing down
even after major surgery in 1953, and he died several years later, at the age of fifty-five, from a blood
clot that resulted in hemorrhaging.

Uu
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REflections

This month we are officially launching our every member RE campaign. Every member does in
fact mean you, prepare to get involved. Now getting involved doesn't have to mean a huge com-
mitment on your part. We'll offer a variety of ways to become involved from teaching to giving us
the name and address of a potential family to just bringing in supplies. The nice thing is that if
you're in a covenant group, if you attend a Sunday forum discussion, or if you've agreed to work
with our children you are already involved so you don't have anything to worry about. Getting
involved doesn't have to be, and shouldn't, be difficult. Later this month the RE committee will be
posting a wish list of chores and supplies that the program needs. This will give you an idea of the
types of things that you can do to really become involved.

Along with this wish list there will be a box and slips of paper for you to put your name on
along with how you've gotten involved. At the end of the year the RE committee will be throwing
a party to celebrate a successful year of RE... consider that slip of paper your invitation. It's impor-
tant to remember that this is your RE program. Whether you have children or not, a vibrant RE
program is vital to the continued growth of our community. So, let's work together to make it as
good as it can be!

Thanks,
Nathan Staples, Director of Religious Education

Bringing In New Families

A few years ago a UU congregation in Maine with a very small RE program sent out a letter to
families in their area asking them to attend. After 3 years, their program went from 5 children to al-
most 50. Our congregation has a great RE program for our children that has plenty of room for
growth, and the RE committee has drafted a wonderful letter. The only thing missing now are fami-
lies to send the letter to. The RE committee will be approaching the congregation in coming weeks to
get names and addresses of families who you feel would be a good match for our community. Let
me assure you that our intention is not to annoy your friends; far from it. This letter will be sent out
once and only once, and we will only follow up with families who get back in touch with us. So start
UT POOPOT WEEOUUWOEOI UWEOEWEEEUI UUI UBw+1 Uz UwpkbOU

Thanks,
Nathan Staples and the RE Committee

O wi

Joys and Concerns

Once a month, on the first Sunday, we invite people to individually share their Joys and Concerns
while a Worship Associate lights a candle in honor of the Joy or Concern. The rest of the month Joys
and Concerns are incorporated into the service leader's spoken meditation. If you have a Joy or Con-
cern you would like shared, there are three ways you can communicate it to the service leader:

1. You can contact the Society's Office up until 6:00 p.m. on the Thursday before the service;

2. You can fill out a Joys and Concerns Form up until the start of the service. The forms, and a box to
receive them, are available in the back of the Sanctuary. They are collected by a Worship Associate
immediately before the service starts. On the form you can indicate whether or not you would like
to be contacted by the minister or if you would like your Joy or Concern included in the Beacon.

3. On those weeks he is leading the service, you can send an e-mail to Rev. Colin Bossen at minis-

ter@uucleveland.org up until 10:00 a.m. Sunday morning.



http://us.mc362.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=minister@uucleveland.org
http://us.mc362.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=minister@uucleveland.org
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UUSC News/Announcements

Note New Hours: Rev. Colin Bossen has changed his office hours to Tuesdays through Thursdays,
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Nathan Staples, Director of Religious Education, has changed his office hours
to Wednesdays 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and Sundays 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. They are available at
other times by appointment. The UUSC office hours are Tuesdays 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Wednes-
days 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., and Thursdays 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Pardon Our Dust: The City of Cleveland Heights has given its approval of our construction plans,
construction on the new office space at the back of the Sanctuary will begin soon, and will take about
a month.

Rev. Bossen on Study Leave Nov. 9-13 and Out of Town Nov. 15 -18: Rev. Bossen will be in North
Carolina Nov. 9-13 for the final session of the First Parish Project, a six-session long program for min-
isters serving in their first congregations. Additionally, Rev. Bossen will be in Ottawa, Canada, No-
vember 15-18 for a meeting of the CENTER committee of the Unitarian Universalist Ministers Asso-
ciation. CENTER is charged with overseeing the continuing education of Unitarian Universalist min-
isters, and Rev. Bossen has been appointed to serve on the committee for four years (2009-2013).

Circle Suppers Sat., Nov. 14: There is a sign-up sheet for participants and their soup ingredients on a
clipboard at the Welcome Table at the rear of the Sanctuary. See details of the Stone Soup Supper on
the next page. Contact Mary Schatzman at 216-321-7264 or maryschatzman@sbcglobal.net.

Earth-Centered Spirituality Group Sun., Nov. 1. The ECSG will have a formal, evening celebration
of Samhain. Samhain is an important harvest festival, focusing on the remembrance of passed loved
ones and the transition from summer to the darkness of winter. Since there will be items that partici-
pants will need to bring and prepare, we are asking that you please RSVP so we can send you the de-
tails. Please contact Emily Tuzson at river.qgirl@att.net or Elaine Weaver at xraychic7l@hotmail.com.
We will also be having our regular monthly gathering.

Green Sanctuary Kick Off Sat., Nov. 14: Our first gathering this year is at our Ohio Meadville Dis-
trict Regional Meeting at West Shore UU Church, from 10 a.m. to noon, with optional lunch follow-
ing. We will compare notes and gain inspiration from other churches worklng on Green Sanctuary.
61 zOOwWUT EVUI whEI EUOwWwxUOT Ul UUOwWNOGaUwWwEOEWUOUUOPU
Sanctuary and our environment should plan to attend. Contact Pat Dillard at patdillard@juno.com or
call 216-321-7116 to arrange car pools.

Earth-Centered Spirituality Group Sun., Nov. 15; We will explore Divination. This will be a hands-
OOwOl EUOPOL yUI EET POl wUI UUPOOGwWw_ Ul waOUwEULUDOUU
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ual/discussion at 2 p.m. Please contact Lainey Warren or Mary Schatzman for further information.

Adult RE Forum Sun., Dec. 13: After-Service Forums are designed to foster discussion about impor-
tant issues of interest to our community. UUSC member Kathy Weise, MD and CSU Professor Sam
Richmond, PhD, will lead a discussion on health care reform proposals and how they might impact
UVWEUWEWUOEDPI VAWEOEWEUWDOEDYPEUEOUSW3T 1 wi OUU
Please have fun shopping at the Holiday Bazaar during Coffee Hour, then join us upstairs.

Young Adult Worship Service: Rev. Bossen and Krissie Wells are currently planning a young adult
focused outreach worship service for sometime in March. The evening will be highly participatory
and include dance and contemporary music. If you would like to participate in planning the service,
please contact Rev. Bossen or Krissie.

Glenn Solomon on Board of Trustees of MLTS: Glenn Solomon, a long-time member of UUSC, has
been appointed to the Board of Trustees of Meadville Lombard Theological School, which is affiliated
with the Unijversity of Chicago. MLTS is one of two UU seminaries in this country. Glenn continues
UOwUIT UY]l wOOwUT T wdads zUw" OO0x1 OUEUPOOOW! 1 O1'i PUU W
like many small theological institutions, is financially stressed. The Board is examining several ways
to make it more sustainable, including the possibility of entering into a partnership with another
seminary. Although the stock portfolio, donations and enrollment numbers are increasing, the Board
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is exploring ways to create a realistic financial future .
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Circle Suppers Stone Soup

"PDUEOIl w2Uxxl UUwi OUw- OY1 OEI
Soup? When townspeople found soldiers passing through, they hid things, based on fears and on
their past experience of being plundered. The soldiers offered to provide a fine dinner for all the
town, simply out of stones. A large pot was placed over a fire, and the soldiers put several large
stones into it. Then they mentioned that it would be better with a bit of onion, and someone came up
with onion. In this way, more ingredients were added, until at last, everyone got some excellent
soup. The excellence was due to everyone pitching in, and opening themselves to a shared meal.

There will be one supper in November, rather than several. It will be held on Saturday, November
mKOwEUw+0+waoOoOwEUwUIIwZEIEUaOEOzUOwDIDEIwD
soup will be vegetarian, and everyone will bring an ingredient, so the sign-up sheet will look a little
EDPI T 1T UI OUBw3T1 Ul wbPOOWET wExx|l UPal UUOQwUOwPI wb§
able to eat about 7:15 or 7:30. For questions, contact Mary Schatzman at 216-321-7264 or maryschatz-
man@sbcglobal.net.
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Creating a Jubilee World

We are currently trying to assemble a team to attend the Creating Jubilee World; Exploring How
Racism Impacts All of Our Lives workshop in Pittsburgh the weekend of December 4 to 6. This
workshop is designed to help Unitarian Universalist congregations dismantle racism by allowing
participants to examine both personal and institutional racism, and by empowering them to develop
a realistic plan that can move their congregations forward in working for racial justice. The registra-
tion fee is $20 and child care is available. Both our minister and our Director of Religious Education
will be attending. If you are interested in attending please contact them.

UUSC Holiday Bazaar

Get ready, crafters and shoppers! The annual Holiday Bazaar will take place after the service on
Sunday, Dec. 13, downstairs during Coffee Hour. Handmade art and crafted items will be available
for sale for your gift-giving pleasure this holiday season. 10% of all proceeds are donated to benefit
the UUSC. Do you knit, sew, make jewelry, paint, throw pots, or otherwise express your creativity
in a way that results in saleable goods? Please contact Amy Collins at 216-739-1928 or amymcol-
lins@sbcglobal.net to reserve table space. Please indicate if you will need half or all of a 6-foot table,
and what type of items you will have available by November 22, so we can publicize the items in the
December Beacon. All set-ups need to be completed on Dec. 13 by 10:45 a.m. so it will not interfere
with the Religious Education programming. The bazaar begins at 12:00 or as soon as the service has
ended.

Special Collections

Special Collections: The November Special Collection will benefit US Together. The December Spe-
cial Collection will benefit Urban Hope. Other upcoming Special CoIIectlons will benefit the Minis-
Ul Uz Uw#DPUEUI UPOOCEVAWHUOEWEOSEWUT T w' I AT T UOUwW' UO
Home Repair Resource Center (March), seminarians affiliated with the Society (April), Planned Par-
enthood (May) and Rebuilding Together Cleveland (June). The recipient of the January, July and
August Special Collections have not yet been selected. If you have a suggestion, please let Rev.
Bossen know. The October Special Collection raised $251 for the Unitarian Universalist Association.
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