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Board Meetings are held on the 
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7:00 p.m. 

                    Birthdays and Anniversaries 

This is only a partial list, to make it complete, send your special dates 
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on the machine.  Thanks!!   

December  
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Tamiesha Collins 3 

Bill Fraser 5 

Samantha Cohen 6 

Shirley Skellenger 13 
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Ed Burwell 
 
Karin Tooley 

22 
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UUSC DEADLINES: 
Beacon Articles: Deadline for January is January 3 

Order of  Service/Announcements:  
Wednesday a.m. before the Sunday Service 

Board Reports: Tuesday a.m. before the Board Meeting 

2728 Lancashire Road 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio  44106 

Phone: 216-932-1898 
Fax: 216-932-1516 

Email: office@uucleveland.org 
www.uucleveland.org 
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Nathan Staples 
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Wed. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. and 
Sun. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

 
Kelsey Fischer 

Membership Coordinator 
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Facilities Manager 

 
Barbara Boyd 
Choir Director 

 
Rev. Peggy C. Clason 

Minister Emerita 
 

UUSC Board of Trustees 

 A  M O N T H L Y  N E W S L E T T E R  O F  

The Beacon 

Musical Prelude at 10:45 a.m. Service at 11:00 a.m. 
 

December 24, 2009, 7 p.m. 
Traditional Christmas Eve Service 

Worship Leader: Rev. Colin  Bossen 
Musicians: Karin Tooley, Amy Collins, CLL, and  UUSC Choir, 

Barbara Boyd, Director 
 

   A Traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight service, 
with stories, lessons and carols. 

 
December 27, 2009, 11 a.m. 

Changing the World One Community 
at a Time 

Guest Worship Leader: Kate Norris 
Musician: Karin Tooley 

 
   We are coming to the end of a holiday season where 
we intentionally gather in community for days in a 
row. Yet we live in a time of increased technology and 
separation, where typically kids stay inside and play 
video games instead of gather outside together and 
play in the snow. How can intentionally creating 
community all year round help change the world? 
 
 

January 3, 2010, 11 a.m. 
Proud Army Dad 

Guest Worship Leader: Tom Beck 
Musician: Karin Tooley 

 
   The U.S. Military is a popular topic for radio and TV 
talk shows and political debates, but all too often the topic 
is treated in a superficial and exploitative manner. What’s 
it like to be a family member of a military service person 
who is on active duty? Tom Beck will share his 
experiences being an “Army Dad” and give some 
suggestions on how we can best approach the subject 
when we encounter family members of active duty 
personnel. 
 
 

Wheelchair Available: The Society has a wheel chair 
available for use during congregational events. 
 
 

 

 

 December 13, 2009, 11 a.m. 
Thrashing Through the Snow . . . 

  Worship Leaders: The Worship Associates: 
Amy Collins, CLL, Michael Hugill, Mariamne Ingalls, 

Valerie McFadden, Walter Nicholes, Pat Solomon 
and Emily Tuzson 

Musicians: Karin Tooley and UUSC Choir, 
Barbara Boyd, Director 

 
Some of us are “dashing,” but some of us are 
“thrashing,” kicking and screaming through the 
snow and holiday season. We will be exploring 
what thrills us and what kills us in this potentially 
conflicted time of year. 
 

December 20, 2009, 11 a.m. 
Births, Rebirths and Creations 

  Worship Leader: Rev. Colin Bossen 
Musician: Karin Tooley 

 
  The Bible is filled with stories of birth, rebirth and 
creation. As part of our ongoing exploration of the 
text, we will look at some of these stories and see 
what they might offer us as we come to the turning 
of the year and witness the beginnings of the Earth’s 
own process of rebirth. 

 
December 21, 2009, 7 p.m. 

Blue Christmas Service 
  Worship Leader: Rev. Colin Bossen 

Musician: Karin Tooley 
 

  The holidays can be a lonely, depressing and “blue” 
time for those who are alone or grieving. Every year 
we offer a special evening service for those who find 
it difficult to celebrate at this time of year. Our 
service this year will also include a recognition of the 
Winter Solstice. 
 
 
New UUSC Website: Check out our new Website at 
www.uucleveland.org. Our email address is 
office@uucleveland.org. 
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Board Minutes 

     If you would like to receive the minutes from Board Meetings via email, please contact the Soci-
ÌÛàɀÚɯ.ÍÍÐÊÌȭɯ ÓÛÌÙÕÈÛÐÝÌÓàȮɯÛÏÌɯÔÐÕÜÛÌÚɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÌÝÐÖÜÚɯÔÖÕÛÏɀÚɯ!ÖÈÙËɯ,ÌÌÛÐÕÎɯÈÙÌɯ×ÖÚÛÌËɯÖÕɯ
the Bulletin Board outside the Office.  

Joys and Concerns 

     The winter weather is upon us. The wind is whistling. The sky is grey and soon everything will 
be covered with snow. Some people love the winter. Others hate it. And still others think that it 
simply goes on too long. 
     No matter what your opinion of winter, the season is a time when we humans need each other 
more than ever. The dark and cold can be hard to face. Days of endless grey sky and long nights 
can take their toll on the psyche. In the face of harsh weather many people spend more time inside. 
Often in doing so they can become more isolated than ever. 
     At such times we need community. As Albert Schweitzer wrote, "At times our own light goes 
out and is rekindled by a spark from another person." If this winter you find your own spark extin-
guished I hope that you will remember this congregation. The Society is here for its members dur-
ing both times of difficulty and times of joy. Throughout the winter months we serve as a place to 
find rejuvenation of soul and restoration of the spirit.  
     That is, ultimately, what the holiday season is about. As we face the dark of the year, the holi-
days remind us that day is always wed to night. Just as the winter solstice comes, so the summer 
solstice comes in turn. Taking time as a religious community and as individuals helps us to re-
member that the hard times in our lives are often mirrored by the joyful times, season follows sea-
son. 
     I hope that this holiday season you find the connections that you seek and are reminded of the 
return of the light.  
love, 

Colin  

     
     

     Once a month, on the first Sunday, we invite people to individually share their Joys and Con-
cerns while a Worship Associate lights a candle in honor of the Joy or Concern. The rest of the 
month Joys and Concerns are incorporated into the service leader's spoken meditation. If you have 
a Joy or Concern you would like shared, there are three ways you can communicate it to the ser-
vice leader:  
 

1. You can contact the Society's Office up until 6:00 p.m. on the Thursday before the service; 
2. You can fill out a Joys and Concerns Form up until the start of the service. The forms, and a box 

to receive them, are available in the back of the Sanctuary. They are collected by a Worship As-
sociate immediately before the service starts. On the form you can indicate whether or not you 
would like to be contacted by the minister or if you would like your Joy or Concern included in 
the Beacon. 

3. On those weeks he is leading the service, you can send an e-mail to Rev. Colin Bossen at minis-
ter@uucleveland.org up until 10:00 a.m. Sunday morning.  
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Resistance and Transformation 
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     Rev. Bossen is currently co-writing an adult religious education curriculum for the Unitarian 
Universalist Association on Unitarian Universalist social justice history. The curriculum is due for 
release January 2010. For the last several months the Beacon has featured a short excerpt from the text. 
Next month the Beacon will include one last excerpt and then, after that, the entire text should be 
available online at www.uua.org . This month we feature a brief history of the Cambridge Platform.  
 
The Cambridge Platform  
 
     3ÏÌɯÍÐÙÚÛɯÊÖÕÎÙÌÎÈÛÐÖÕɯÛÖɯÖ×ÌÕÓàɯÓÈÉÌÓɯÐÛÚÌÓÍɯɁ4ÕÐÛÈÙÐÈÕɂɯÞÈÚɯÎÈÛÏÌÙÌËɯÐÕɯ/ÏÐÓÈËÌÓ×ÏÐÈɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÓÈÛÌɯ
18th century. However, Unitarianism's roots in North America stretch back far further to Puritan New 
England. Many of the original Puritan congregations, which constitute the oldest churches in the 
United States, are now Unitarian Universalist communities.  
     Unitarian Universalists reject much of the theology of our Puritan ancestors. One thing that we 
continue to share with them is our system of governance, called congregational polity. This 
congregational polity was first articulated in the 1648 Cambridge Platform.  
     The platform was written in response to the 1646 Westminister Confession in England. The 
confession was the result of a meeting of 109 "divines" and 24 members of Parliament to determine the 
theology and system of governance of the Church of England, of which the Puritan churches in New 
England were members. The authors of the Westminister Confession were Puritans like their brethren 
in New England. The two groups shared a common Calvinist theology. They differed on ideas of 
church governance. The confession called for a presbyterian form. In the presbyterian system, councils 
drawn from several local congregations, known as synods, and a General Assembly of representatives 
of all of the congregations have authority over local congregations. The New England Puritans, in 
contrast, believed that each religious community should be self -governing and that religious authority 
lay with the members of a community and not with an external body.  
     The Cambridge Platform can be understood as a declaration of religious freedom. In it, the New 
England Puritans declared their ecclesiastical independence from the Church of England and rejected 
the articles of the Westminister Confession. The New England Puritans were afraid that they would 
be placed under the authority of the English churches and they did not want this to happen. They had 
already journeyed across an ocean in search of religious freedom and they did not want to lose it now! 
     Both the platform and the confession were written during the English Civil War. It was a time of 
enormous social, economic and political turmoil. Charles I was executed and Oliver Cromwell and the 
English Parliament replaced the monarchy. Cromwell's government was occupied trying to bring 
order and stability back to England. The physical distance between the New England Puritans and the 
English Puritans was enough that the English government, with its limited resources, could do little to 
prevent the succession of the New England churches. 
     Though written in a time of turmoil, the Cambridge Platform has stood the test of time. The 
document may no longer accurately describe the governance or theology of modern Unitarian 
Universalist communities, but the principles it contains and the movement for religious freedom that 
it represents still has a profound influence upon how we organize our congregations today.  
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From Our President 
      

Seasons Greetings!! 
     The holiday season is upon us. This year has gone by so quickly! By the time you read this, con-
struction will have begun on the new office space, finally.  We will soon have the RE space we need 
for the youth group.  We have been talking to Urban Hope to find ways that the Society could be-
come more involved in their urban ministry.  You will hear about some of their programs on Sun-
day.  We will be taking a special collection for Urban Hope as well on Sunday.  As the holidays ap-
proach, there will be a variety of services to experience at the Society. See the schedule and experi-
ence something different. Linda Coulter has taken on the challenge of collection items for the 
Homeless Stand Down, sponsored by InterAct Cleveland. Last year you may recall that we col-
lected money for bus passes for the Stand Down. This year, we will be collecting underwear.  There 
is a need for men's, women's and children's underwear of all sizes and styles.  
     The Homeless Stand Down is a 3-day event that has served approximately 2,200 each year. This 
year, the event will be held on Sunday for the first time.  With the state of the economy and it being 
Sunday, we are expecting even more guests each day this year. Volunteers are needed for a variety 
of positions, including nurses, doctors, haircutters and massage therapists. This event provides 
winter coats, boots, hats, scarves, gloves, as well as mini check ups, massages and haircuts. You 
can learn more about this event at www.interactcleveland.org . The events are Sundays, February 7 
and 28 and Friday, March 5, at the Cleveland Convention Center. Consider volunteering for this 
event. If you have any questions, I have participated for the past three years and have been on the 
steering committee for the past two events. There will be information available in the back of the 
Sanctuary. 
     Happy Holidays!  
 Maureen 
  
 

 

     

 

     I hope you had a wonderful Thanksgiving full of stuffing and pie (or whatever your favorite 
turkey day foods may be). For those of you who were able to join us for our Breads and Spreads 
service, you know that we've now officially launched our UUSC "Every Member RE Campaign." 
What does this mean to you? Our goal is to get EVERY MEMBER (yes, this means you) of the Soci-
ety to "touch" the RE program this year. We're trying to make it as easy as possible for you to make 
a targeted contribution that will really help the Society RE program. Downstairs towards the back 
of the room we've set up an RE Wall where you'll be able to find out lots of great information 
about the UUSC RE program throughout the year. One new feature that will now "live" on the 
wall is the RE Wish-List, the wish -list has a list of needed supplies as well as activities that are also 
needed. If you have an idea for the RE program that's not on the list, just come and talk to me or 
anyone on the RE committee and we'll see what we can do. For those of you already involved in 
RE, thank you. For those of you who aren't involved yet, seize the day! We have needs that fit 
every schedule/budget, so what are you waiting for?  
Thanks, 
Nathan staples; Director of Religious Education  
 

REflections 

http://www.uua.org
http://www.interactcleveland.org
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UUSC News/Announcements 
Pardon Our Dust:  The City of Cleveland Heights has given its approval of our construction plans, 
construction on the new office space at the back of the Sanctuary began on Dec. 10, and will take 
about a month. 
 

Adult RE Forum Sun., Dec. 13:  After -Service Forums are designed to foster discussion about impor-
tant issues of interest to our community. UUSC member Kathy Weise, MD, and CSU Professor Sam 
Richmond, PhD, will lead a discussion on health care reform proposals and how they might impact 
ÜÚɯÈÚɯÈɯÚÖÊÐÌÛàɯÈÕËɯÈÚɯÐÕËÐÝÐËÜÈÓÚȭɯ3ÏÌɯÍÖÙÜÔɯÐÚɯÛÐÛÓÌËɯɁ'ÌÈÓÛÏɯ"ÈÙÌɯ1ÌÍÖÙÔȯɯ)ÜÚÛÐÊÌɯÖÙɯ)ÜÚÛɯ4Úȳɂɯ
Please have fun shopping at the Holiday Bazaar during Coffee Hour, then join us upstairs.  
 

CASA Fundraiser Mon, Dec. 14:  Come join Rev. Colin Bossen and Rachel Wallis for an evening of 
food and discussion to benefit the CASA Collectives at 7 p.m. at the Bossen family home at 2925 Berk-
shire Road, Cleveland Heights. CASA, co-founded by Rev. Bossen, coordinates international solidar-
ity work in Chiapas and Oaxaca. Come learn about how grassroots social movements in Mexico are 
working for economic and environmental justice. $20 -$50 sliding scale donation will benefit the work 
of CASA. 
 

Earth-Centered Spirituality Group Sun., Dec. 20:  The ECSG will gather to celebrate the Winter Sol-
stice with an afternoon of storytelling. Bring your favorite myth of gods or goddesses to share . . . The 
short version, please. Pot luck at 1 p.m., ritual and storytelling at 2 p.m. Contact Lainey Warren or 
Mary Schatzman for more information.    
 

Young Adult Worship Service:  Rev. Bossen and Krissie Wells are currently planning a young adult- 
focused outreach worship service for sometime in March. The evening will be highly participatory 
and include dance and contemporary music. If you would like to participate in planning the service, 
please contact Rev. Bossen or Krissie. 
 

Sign Up for the Homeless Stand Down:  The Stand Down is an annual event organized by InterAct 
Cleveland that mobilizes individuals to serve in a dignity -affirming manner those who are experienc-
ing homelessness. In 2010 the Stand Down will be Feb. 7 and 28, and March 5. To sign up, visit 
www.interactcleveland.org or contact Maureen Meslovich.  
 

     The November special collection benefited US Together. The December special collection will 
benefit Urban Hope. Other upcoming special collections will benefit the Minister's Discretionary 
Fund and the Heights Hunger Center (Christmas Eve), CASA (February), the Home Repair Re-
source Center (March), seminarians affiliated with the Society (April), Planned Parenthood (May) 
and Rebuilding Together Cleveland (June). The recipient of the January, July and August special col-
lections have not yet been selected. If you have a suggestion please let Rev. Bossen know. The No-
vember special collection raised xxx for the Heights Hunger Center and xxx the Minister's Discre-
tionary Fund. Also, thanks special thanks to the member of the congregation sent in an additional 
$100 to benefit the discretionary fund after the special collection took place. 

Special Collections 

    Get ready, crafters and shoppers! The annual Holiday Bazaar will take place after the service on 
Sunday, Dec. 13, downstairs during Coffee Hour. Handmade art and crafted items including knit-
ting, sewing, jewelry, paintings and thrown pots will be available for sale for your gift -giving pleas-
ure this holiday season. 10% of all proceeds are donated to benefit the UUSC. All set-ups need to be 
completed on Dec. 13 by 10:45 a.m. so it will not interfere with the Religious Education program-
ming. The bazaar begins at 12:00 or as soon as the service has ended.  

UUSC Holiday Bazaar 

The Unitar ian Universa l is t  Society  of  Cleveland  Page  5  

Kelseyõs Corner 

Update on Ohio -,ÌÈËÝÐÓÓÌɯ#ÐÚÛÙÐÊÛɯɁ/ÓÈÕÕÐÕÎɯÍÖÙɯ&ÙÖÞÛÏɂ•Project  
  
     ,ÌÔÉÌÙÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ442"ɯ×ÈÙÛÐÊÐ×ÈÛÌËɯÐÕɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÛÏÐÙËɯɁ/ÓÈÕÕÐÕÎɯÍÖÙɯ&ÙÖÞÛÏɂ•workshop in Novem-
ÉÌÙȭɯɁ/ÓÈÕÕÐÕÎɯÍÖÙɯ&ÙÖÞÛÏɂɯÐÚɯÈɯÚÌÙÐÌÚɯÖÍɯÞÖÙÒÚÏÖ×ÚɯÊÖÕËÜÊÛÌËɯÖÝÌÙɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÜÙÚÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÙÌÌɯàÌÈÙÚɯÛÏÈÛɯ
focuses on helping small congregations grow. This growth not only means increasing membership 
but also growing spiritually, improving the day -to-day functioning of the congregation and making 
UU values real among ourselves and in the greater community. UUSC participated along with con-
gregations from Canton, Bellville, Berea, Oberlin, and North Olmsted. Pat Solomon, Glenn Solo-
mon, Kelsey Fischer, Jesse Honsky and Rev. Bossen attended. 
  
     The workshop helped UUSC participants realize that the Society has accomplished a lot since the 
last Growth meeting in May! In the last six months, the Society launched its first Adult Religious 
Education Series. It achieved greater visibility in the Cleveland Heights and surrounding area 
through an article in the Sun Press and participation in several community events, and it welcomed 
a growing number of young adults and families through its doors. The Society also received a grant 
from the Ohio -Meadville District which allowed it hire a part -time Membership Coordinator.  
      
     As a result of the workshop, the group plans to facilitate a series of discussions beginning in 
)ÈÕÜÈÙàɯÖÕɯÛÏÙÌÌɯɁÌÚÚÌÕÛÐÈÓɯØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕÚȭɂɯ$ÚÚÌÕÛÐÈÓɯØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕÚɯÈÙÌɯËÌÚÐÎÕÌËɯÛÖɯÏÌÓ×ɯÜÚɯÌß×ÓÖÙÌɯÖÜÙɯ
identity as a spiritual community and as individual members of this community. We hope that this 
exploration process will help us grow spiritually both as individuals and as a congregation. The es-
sential questions we plan to discuss are: 
 

What does it mean to be a religious community? 
 

What does it mean to be a Unitarian Universalist? 
 

What does is mean to belong to this Unitarian Universalist religious community?   
 
     Stay tuned to see what shape these discussions will take. We hope to engage as many friends, 
visitors and members in this process as possible and are exploring options from engaging Covenant 
Groups to holding forums. If you have any ideas, would like to become a Growth Group Represen-
tative or would like to help the Growth Group in this process, contact Kelsey Fischer at 
fischer.kelsey@gmail.com or 440-667-3686. Thank you for your support.  

mailto:fischer.kelsey@gmail.com

