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Birthdgys UPCOMINGERVICENFORMATION

Musical Prelude at 10:45 a.m. % Service at 11:00 a.nm.

UUSC Board of Trustees

Maureen Meslovich  President

Elaine Weaver  Vice President

Beverly Austin Secretary
Steve Doell Treasurer
Jesse Honsky Member
Michael Hugill Member
Mariamne Ingalls Member
Rachel Webb Member

Board Meetings are held on the
4th Wednesday of the month at
7:00 p.ym.

Birthdays and Anniversaries

This is only a partial list, to make it complete, send your special dates
to the Office at office@uucleveland.org or just call and leave a message

on the machine. Thanks!!

Marck

Muriel Senseman 4
Jennifer Steinfurth 4
Lainey Warren 10
Jert Rask 12
Lydia Cohen 30

March 7, 2070, 77 am,

Wh at I Shoul dnaa

Worship Leader: Rev. Colin Bossen
usician: Karin Tooley
Televangelists and prosperity gospel preachers
like Joel Osteen and Creflo Dollar often promise
their listeners and congregants eternal salvation
and material success in life in exchange for
financial support. Unitarian Universalism does
not necessarily offer these gifts. But it certainly

does have gifts to o

celebrate them.

March 21, 2070, 77 an
t Say Mud -luscious and

Puddle -wonderful Sprin
Worship Leaders: UUSC Worship Team
Musician: Karin Tooley
Come celebrate the sensory awakening of Spring
after Wi nterods depriv
Prepare to share a word or a short phrase or sentence
that describes a sensory experience or activity that

Marck 74, 2070, 77 an.

Listening to Phoebe
Worship 1eader: Rev. Colin Bossen
Musicians: Karin Tooley and UUSC Choir,
Barbara Boyd, Director
Phoebe was an early leader in what became the

Christian church. Her story, like that of so many
other women in the Christian New Testament,
has largely been forgotten. What does the
presence of such a woman in leadership of the
carly Christian church mean for us today? What
can we learn from it and how does it challenge
our notions of Christianity and the religious
community as a whole?

r;err}ings you of Spring (gut grass, rose b’l\oom’s;, etc)).
T T C 1 . < U S U A NT A T
March 28, 2070, 77 an,
How Teens View Religion
Worship Leaders: UUSC Yout) Gr07ﬁ_/p.'
Nate Brown, Zoe Econonos, Dylan Forrest and Taiesha Collins
usician: Karin Tooley
The RE Teens wil/l do a
will give the congregation an idea of how and what our
RE Teens think, feel, and know about their religion now

and/or how they felt, what they knew, and what they
thought of their previous religions.

Mareh 79, 2070, 7 p.n.

Remembering the Dead
Worship 1eader: Rev. Colin Bossen
usician: Karin Tooley

This special service will commemorate the
begi nnin of t he uni

occupation of Iraq. re}ljresentative sample of Iraqi
dead will also be read. In light of the recent escalation
of the war in Afghani
include readings of Americans and Afghanis who
have died in Afghanistan. Candles will be lit in honor
of Americans, Iraqis and Afghanis. The service will
continue until either all names available have been
read or all attendees are ready to leave.

Aeril 4, 2070, 77 am.
Other Voices, Other Views,
Other Easters
Worship Leader: Rev. Colin Bossen
usician: Karin Tooley
This year for our Easter service, we will listen to stories
of the Faster event that appear outside the Christian New
Testament. What do they say? How might they change our
understanding of Haster and the possibilities f(y)r
Christianity?

Wheelchair Available: The Society has a wheel chair
available for use during congregational events.

w77, 2070, 77 an,

4 .
t ed Sta/ff-oeB§(P_|umér{1vaS|on
Worship Leader: Rev. Colin Bossen

Lt an ,M”f’iff“ﬁf-'j'aK%i” Tg}j%%dr[@@ Cheire v v i q

arbara irector

The recent U.S. Supreme Court decision to strike down a
portion of the 2002 McCain-Feingold Act overturned long
time prohibitions on corporate free speech. The decision
was based upon corporate personhood, the idea that
corporations have the same legal rights as human beings.
In this service, we will consider the 1dea of corporate
personhood and whether or not religious issues are at
stake in the debate surrounding it.
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Notes from our Minister

The most recent issue of the UU World magazine features a cover story by Paul Rasor entitled
"Can We Change?" The article asserts that "We face a major turning point in Unitarian Universal-
ism, and...[nhow we choose to address it] will shape the identity and set the course of our religious
movement for the twenty -first century.” This turning point revolves around how Unitarian Uni-
versalism does or does not live out its potential "to become a genuinely multiracial and multicul-
tural faith."” If our movement reaches its potential then Unitarian Universalism will "model a dy-
namic and life -affirming religious multiculturalism.” If it does not then we might "devolve into a
quaint relic of a once-vital tradition, holding fast to our good liberal ideas...protecting an increas-
ingly insular identity...slipping into the kind of safe and unchallenging provincialism we have al-
ways resisted."

The mission of our congregation is to meet this rising challenge. As our mission statement reads
we "strive...to reflect the diversity of the local community.” There's a lot more people we could be
reaching with our message of transformational love and spiritual freedom. The closer we come to
reflecting the diversity of our local community the better chance we will have of spreading our
message and, in turn, transforming both individuals and the wider community.

In order to live out our mission | suspect that we will have to engage in some process of inten-
tional cultural change. The scholar George Marsden defines culture as "the collection of beliefs,
values, assumptions, commitments, and ideals expressed...through popular literary and artistic
forms." Culture appears on both the large and small scale. Our congregation has its own culture, a
culture that can be found in Sunday morning worship, in the way we welcome newcomers, in how
we talk to each other, in the values that we promote, in the assumptions that we make and in the
activities that we engage in.

While there is much to lift up in our congregational culture there are certainly some things that
we do that can be unintentionally exclusionary. Two examples that come to mind are the use of
insider language and the language some white members of the congregation use when talking to
visitors or newcomers who are people of color.

By insider language | largely mean the use of acronyms. When members use acronyms like UU,
OMD, UUA and Sl in public forums they are using terms that are probably completely alien to
visitors and newer members. These acronyms can be mystifying and their use can communicate
that the speaker is part of some special group with a unique vocabulary that the newcomer is not
privy to. This can be off putting and unwelcoming.

Perhaps more worrisome is the language | have overheard some white members of the Society
use when speaking with visitors and newcomers who are people of color. On more than one occa-
sion | have heard a white member say to a person of color who is visiting for the first time that "we
don't get many people like you visiting our congregation." In such situations, the subtext of the
speaker's statement, probably unintentionally, communicates that "people like you" were not part
of the same group as the congregation. This has the effect of suggesting to the visiting person of
color that they are not welcome in our religious community. And sure enough, in each of the three
or four instances that | have overheard this type of language being used the visitor has not re-
turned to the Society. The use of this language also has the effect of disappearing the people of
color who do participate in and are members of our congregation. On some Sundays people of
color make up as much as 20% of the gathered community. To imply that these members and
friends of the community are somehow not present or part of the Society is simply intolerable.

To be open up our congregation fully and live out our mission we will need to change exclusion-
ary patterns of behavior. In the next several months there will be at least two opportunities to look
at how. The first is the "Transforming Whiteness" workshop to be held at the West Shore Unitarian
Universalist Church on April 24th (see page 5). The second is a session of the Jubilee I. Anti
Racism Workshop facilitated by the UUA. At the January Board meeting the Board voted to bring
this workshop to the Society. It has not yet been scheduled but when it is it will provide an oppor-
tunity for members of the congregation to uncover both personal and institutional racism and,
hopefully, change patterns of the behavior. Last autumn, several members of the congregation, in-
cluding myself, Walt Nicholes, Wendy Wills, Rachel Webb, Patrick Laughlin and Kelsey Fischer,
attended a version of this workshop in Pittsburgh.

The Unitarian Universalist Society of Cleveland
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The Unitarian Universalist Society of Cleveland

More Announcements

Page 3

Notes From Our Minister, cont.

Quilting Supplies for Pine Ridge: Neighborhood resident Craig Bourne is collecting quilting
supplies for the Lakota people of Pine Ridge. If you have some you would like to donate please
contact Craig at craighourne@gmail.com

UUSC Young Adult Trip to Falling Water Sat., April 10: _ Falling Water is a beautiful house designed
by Frank Lloyd Wright near Pittsburgh. Overnight accommodations will be available if it starts too
early/late for anyone to make the long drive. Contact Ellen Fry for carpooling with "hockey
guy" (Jeremy Holmes) and Ellen will heading out there. For more info on Falling Water:
http://www.fallingw _ater.org/ or http://en.wikipedia .org/wiki/Falling_water

Mary Oliver at Ohio Theatre Tues., April 13: Maple Heights native poet Mary Oliver will be
appearing in the The William N. Skirball Writers Center Stage Program at 7:30 p.m. in the Ohio
Theatre in Playhouse Square. For tickets call 216241-6000 or visit www.writerscenterstage.org.

Spring Con April 30 -May 2: At least twice a year, the Ohio-Meadville District young adult group has
a con. Cons are weekend overnights at a church, where we have worships, workshops (where we
teach each other stuff we know, or invite members of the church to), and service projects (last con we
picked up litter and helped clean a YMCA). This con is going to be in Youngstown. Cons usually cost
between $203$40, and that includes food. Contact Ellen Fry if you are interested or have questions.

Summer Institute, Sun., July 11 to Sat., July 17: Join Rev. Bossen and hundreds of other Unitarian
Universalists from the Ohio Meadville District for the annual Summer Institute. This year the theme is
"Our Stories, Ourselves: Seeking..." and the featured theme speaker will be Odds Bodkin
(www.oddsbodkin.com ). Summer Institute is a week long institute with programming for adults,
young adults, youth and children, and is a family -friendly camp. This year as part of the program
Rev. Bossen will be leading a five day workshop entitled "Resistance and Transformation; Our
Unitarian Universalist Social Justice History." If you would like more information visit the Summer
Institute web -site at http://www.omdsi.org /.

It is my hope that through educational opportunities like these we will learn to how to challenge
and drop the subtexts from our actions and words that communicate to visitors and newcomers
that they are not welcome among us. This is difficult work to engage in. But it | believe it is trans-
formational work, not just for us individuals or as a congregation but for the wider world. For the
wider we open our doors, the more people we welcome inside, the greater chance we have to
share our message. And | believe that our message of transformational love and spiritual freedom
is powerful enough to provide healing to the entire human family.

love,
Colin

From Our President

Greetings!

Here it is, already March! The board welcomed Mariamne Ingalls as the newest member to replace
Marie Nightingale who resigned from the Board this year. She will serve asa member of the Board
until May when the new Board members are installed. We will be painting the sanctuary on March
13. Come join in the fun!! At the annual meeting, one of the things we will be voting on this year,
besides the budget, will be the new By-Laws. We have spent much time revising the UUSC's Byt
Laws and have them ready for your approval. During the last week of March, a copy of the Byt
Laws and the proposed budget will be mailed to members of the congregation. | would also re-
guest that committees and all other persons that need to submit a report for the annual meeting
get that report to Carol by March 21, 2010.Stay warm! Spring is coming!!

Cheers!
Maureen

REflections

Joys and Concerns

Once a month, on the first Sunday, we invite people to individually share their Joys and Con-
cerns while a Worship Associate lights a candle in honor of the Joy or Concern. The rest of the
month Joys and Concerns are incorporated into the service leader's spoken meditation. If you have
a Joy or Concern you would like shared, there are three ways you can communicate it to the ser-
vice leader:

1. You can contact the Society's Office up until 6:00 p.m. on the Thursday before the service;

2. You can fill out a Joys and Concerns Form up until the start of the service. The forms, and a box
to receive them, are available in the back of the Sanctuary. They are collected by a Worship As-
sociate immediately before the service starts. On the form you can indicate whether or not you
would like to be contacted by the minister or if you would like your Joy or Concern included in
the Beacon.

3. On those weeks he is leading the service, you can send an #nail to Rev. Colin Bossen atminis-
ter@uucleveland.orgup until 10:00 a.m. Sunday morning.

On February 21st Philip Morris from the Plain Dealer came to speak at the UUSC's Sunday Fo-
rum. Mr. Morris's topic was "Race in America: A Year After the Obama Inauguration;" he was
smart, he was funny, and he answered all of our questions thoughtfully. If you didn't get a
chance to come, then you really missed out on something special. Which leads me to my point...
all of our Sunday Forums are special. We've already had forums on ethical eating and healthcare
in America that have been wonderful, coming up_in April we've got a forum on "Sustainability"
EOQCEWEOOUT I UwDOw) UOT WOOW?3T 1 w2UEUT wol w, | EPEG 3
we've decided to keep them going next year. If you have an idea for a future topic or speaker that
you'd like to see please contact me.

Thanks,

Nathan Staples, Director of Religious Education

w 3

Caring Committee

The Caring Committee of UUSC would like to thank members and friends who have provided
transportation to other members in need. Special acknowledgement and many thanks to the fol-
lowing: Bev Austin, Liz Brown, Mandy Economos, Claire Brugnoletti, Brett Cohen, Amy Collins,
Sharon Cook, Steve Doell, Peggy Lagodny, Marie and Ken Nightingale, Ed Fritz, Mariamne In-

T EOOUOwW) I UPwWw1EUOOwWGB T Uw21 OUI OEOOwW- EOEaw2HOxUOC

mon, Nathan Staples, Rachel Webb, Kelsey Fischer, Walt Nicholes and Nina McLellan. Many
hands have made light work for the Beloved Community. Contact Jeri Rask at 216-321-8006 if
you would like to assist.



mailto:craigbourne@gmail.com
http://www.fallingw
http://en.wikipedia
http://www.oddsbodkin.com
http://www.omdsi.org
http://us.mc362.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=minister@uucleveland.org
http://us.mc362.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=minister@uucleveland.org
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UUSC News/Announcements

Pardon Our Dust: 11 Y8 w! OUUI Oz Uwldl pwdi I PET wOI Il EUWUEOEDC
ture is delivered. The Great Office Move for Rev. Bossen and Nathan Staples will be within a few
weeks. Thanks to Maureen and her Painting Party Participants for priming and painting the outer
walls.

New Office Hours for Rev. Bossen: Rev. Bossen have his office hours Tues. and Wed. from 1:18:15
p.m. and Thurs. from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Volunteers Needed: The Pastoral Care Associates are looking for volunteers to help sick and shutin
members with rides and food. Contact Rachel Webb for more information.

Membership Directory on PDF: The 20092010 Membership Directory is now available in PDF form.
If you would like to receive a PDF directory, contact Carol in the UUSC Office.

Temperature in the Sanctuary: To prevent disruptions during the Service, we will be lowering the
furnace temperature from 10:45 a.m. to noon on Sundays. If you find it warm when you arrive, it
should cool down soon.

Calling All Copies of

UU World : The Society is_collecting your used copies of UU World to give to

to Kelsey Fischer on Sundays.

June Wortman Memorial Service Sat., March 6: The Memorial Service for UUSC member and friend
June Wortman will be Sat., March 6, at 11 a.m. at the Society.

Community Building Project Sat., March 13: Join us at 9 a.m. for The Sanctuary Painting Party!

Animal Rights Covenant Group Sat., March 13: At 6:30 p.m. Ellie Israel from PETA People for the
Ethical Treatment of Animals, will present a family -friendly program, "Share the World," a movie
about animals and animal intelligence, answer questions, and provide stickers and other handouts
for children. Vegan refreshments will be served.

Body Mind Meditation Class Wed., March 17: Rev. Mary Grigolia will be facilitating her Body Mind
Meditation Class on the 3rd Wednesday of every month between January 20 and June 16 in the UUSQ
Sanctuary. Each session will cover a different system in the body. The March 17 class will explore the
peripheral nervous system.

Annual Service of Remembrance Fri., March 19: Names of Americans killed in Irag and Afghanistan
will be read starting at 7 p.m. in the Sanctuary.

Circle Supper Sat., March 20: - OOwUT EUz UwOOUwEwUaxOnw3l | Ul wpkp(
+0+waoOowEUwUIIwZOEDIUaow(U UwEWETI I UwUEUUDOI

favorite beer glass and visit each beer. For those who do not drlnk beer, there will be alternative bev-
erages, so it will be fun for all. For questions, call Mary Schatzman at 216321-7264 or maryschatz-
man@sbcglobal.net.

Earth-Centered Spirituality Group Sun., March. 21: The ECSG will gather on Sunday, March
21stto experience a Potlatch. More information to follow. Pot luck at 1 p.m. Potlatch at 2 p.m. Contact
Lainey Warren or Mary Schatzman for more information.

Young Adult Bowling Sat., March 27: We will meet at the Society at 7 p.m. and head to Wickliffe for
some bowling fun. Contact Rachel Webb if you are interested so she can reserve enough lanes.

Homeless Stand Down: Thanks to everyone who helped the UU Society EXCEED our goal of donat-
ing 75 pairs of underwear to the Homeless Stand Down. Thanks to your generosity we donated 121
pairs (83 men's, 38 women's).

OUUwYPUDPUOUUBSwW( Il waOUwi EYI WEOxPI UwaObUWEUI whpbOOE

DOu
Ouw

Board Minutes

If you would like to receive the minutes from Board Meetings via_email, please_contact the Soci-
lUazUw. I I PEIl dw OUI UOGEUDPYI OaOowUT 1 woOPOUUI Uwi uoba
the Bulletin Board in the Social Hall.
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Kel seyos Corner

Last month, the Society welcomed Alyssa Hardy as its 99" member! | asked Alyssa to introduce
herself:

?, awOEO] wbUw OaUUEw' EUEAOWEOEWEOUT OUT T wlOl pwU(
love the city. In the late Summer, I moved from a small city called Roseville in Michigan to Euclid, Ohio. I at-
tend Tri-C where I am working towards my Political Science degree. I am a political nerd and most of my in-
terests revolve around social justice work and advocacy. I joined the Society because not only do I want to fur-
ther my own spiritual journey but also get to know the greater Cleveland community and it’s wonderful peo-
x Ol 62

The last few months have been exciting and eventful ones for membership. We have seen a steady
increase in_visitors. General worship attendance and attendance at Adult Religious Education Fo-
UUOUwWl EVWEOUOWET | OwUx8w UwUOi 1T wi OEwdi w) EOUEUAOUY
plan. The plan was developed with input from congregants and staff and includes strategies and
timelines _for increasing the visibility of the Society in the local community, increasing visitors and

copies are available.

Our new Membership Committee needs significant help from volunteers to implement the many
facets of the outreach plan. Opportunities to help include hanging up fliers at local businesses, help-
ing to compile local demographic data and everything in between. In the very short -term, we need
help creating Facebook and Google ads. Starting this month, we are experimenting with internet ad-
vertising and social networking sites like Facebook and Twitter. | am quickly learning how internet
illiterate | am. We need your help!

(T walblwi EYI wECQaAawWUOPOOUwWwOUwWPOUT Ul UUUwUT EVWEOU(
to me or anyone on the Membership Committee. Current committee members are Mandy Econo-

mittee, we still have room for you! Thanks to everyone who has volunteered their time and ideas in
the past months.

Thanks,

Kelsey Fischer
Membership Coordinator
Fischer.kelsey@gmail.com

Ol OEIl UUT PxOwEOEwWUI UEPODOT woOil OEIl UUT Dxdw( i wadUz &
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Transforming Whiteness

Ohio Meadville District and West Shore UU Church are pleased to sponsor a day long workshop
using material from the new UU adult curriculum Transforming Whiteness by Rev. Bill Gardiner.
The workshop will be led by the author Rev. Bill Gardiner and co -facilitator, Rev. Melissa Carvill -
Ziemer of Kent Transforming Whiteness offers UU congregations, for the first time, a comprehen-
sive overview of the evolution and workings of white identity both historically, as a current agency
of oppression, and as a positive identity for the future.

The workshop will be held at West Shore Church, in Rocky River on the west side of Cleveland
from 9 AM to 5:30 PM on Saturday, April 24. The registration cost is $25. Limited scholarship funds
are available from the OMD, deadline for applications is April 3rd. Please contact the district office
at office at ohiomeadville.org for details.

Special Collections

The February 14 Special Collection raised $259 for CASA, the human rights organization ce
founded by Rev. Bossen to support indigenous communities and social movements in Mexico. Other
upcoming special collections will benefit the Home Repair Resource Center (March), seminarians
affiliated with the Society (April), Planned Parenthood (May), Rebuilding Together Cleveland (June)
and Sierra Club Inner City Outings (July). The January Special Collections raised $204.18 for Green-
CityBlueLake, the sustainability center of The Cleveland Museum of Natural History, and $600.34
for the UUA/UUSC joint relief fund for Haiti.
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