
Maureen Meslovich President 

Elaine Weaver Vice President 

Beverly Austin          Secretary 

Steve Doell Treasurer 

Jesse Honsky         Member 

Michael Hugill          Member 

Marie Nightingale  Member 

Rachel Webb                Member 

 

Board Meetings are held on the 
3rd Wednesday of  the month at 
7:00 p.m. 

                    Birthdays and Anniversaries 

This is only a partial list, to make it complete, send your special dates 

to the Office at office@uucleveland.org or just call and leave a message 

on the machine.  Thanks!!   

September  

Dietz Ziechmann   1 

Jackson Cyvas   2 

Carol and Harvey Splaver anniversary 4 

Linda Coulter 29 

  

  

  

UUSC DEADLINES: 
Beacon Articles: Deadline for October is Sept. 27. 

Order of  Service/Announcements:  
Wednesday a.m. before the Sunday Service 

Board Reports: Tuesday a.m. before the Board Meeting 

2728 Lancashire Road 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio  44106 

Phone: 216-932-1898 
Fax: 216-932-1516 

Email: office@uucleveland.org 
www.uucleveland.org 
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OF  CLEVEL AND  

 

Rev. Colin Bossen 

Minister 

Tues. through  Thurs. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

 

Carol Splaver 

Administrator/Beacon Editor 

Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Wed. 10-4 p.m. 

 

Amy Collins 

Commissioned Lay Leader 

 

Nathan Staples 

Director of Religious Education 

Wed. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. and 

Sun. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

 

Barbara Boyd 

Choir Director 

 

Rev. Peggy C. Clason 

Minister Emerita 
 

 

UUSC Board of Trustees 

 A  M O N T H L Y  N E W S L E T T E R  O F  

The Beacon 

Musical Prelude at 10:45 a.m. Service at 11:00 a.m. 

September 13, 2009, 11 a.m. 
Mingling of the Waters 

Worship Leaders: Rev. Colin Bossen and Amy Collins, CLL 
Musician: Karin Tooley 

   We invite everyone to bring actual or symbolic 
waters from places of personal and spiritual 
significance to our annual ingathering service. During 
the service, we will mingle and bless the waters, which 
represent the many journeys of exploration we 
experience before our paths converge in sacred 
community. Once collected, we use the waters from 
this service for child dedications and other rites of 
passage over the year. 
 

September 20, 2009, 11 a.m. 
Society Sunday: A Joyful, Welcoming, 

Religious Community 
Worship Leader: Rev. Colin  Bossen  

Musician: Karin Tooley 
   This year, our annual service to honor our 
congregation’s heritage and long-time members will 
focus on the new mission and vision statement that 
we are considering for adoption. 
 

September 27, 2009, 11 a.m. 
The God of Abraham 
Worship Leader: Rev. Colin Bossen  

Musician: Karin Tooley 
   Christianity, Judaism and Islam all claim, in some 
form, to worship the God of Abraham. Who was 
Abraham? How has his God shaped Western culture 
and religion? How do/should we relate to this God? 

 

October 4, 2009, 11 a.m. 
Association Sunday: Varieties of 

Unitarianism 
Worship Leader: Rev. Colin Bossen  

Musician: Karin Tooley 
   Standing on the Side of Love is a public advocacy 
campaign, sponsored by the UUA, promoting respect 
for the inherent worth and dignity of every person.  
This year for Association Sunday we will celebrate the 
efforts of this campaign and the spirit of Unitarian 
Universalist public advocacy. 
   

August 30, 2009, 11 a.m. 
How Religious Liberals Read the 

Bible 
Worship Leader: Rev. Colin  Bossen  

Musician: Karin Tooley 
   Traditionally one of the points of tension 
between religious liberals and fundamentalists is 
over how religious liberals read the Bible. Liberals 
tend to insist upon using reason and treating the 
text as a literary work with many possible 
readings. Fundamentalists argue that there is only 
one correct reading of the text. This service will 
explore how religious liberals have historically 
read the Bible, how many liberals read the Bible 
today and how knowledge of the Bible can enrich 
our spiritual lives. 

 
September 6, 11 a.m. 

Labor Day: The Spiritual 
Dimensions of Economic 

Meltdown 
Guest Worship Leader: Rev. Mary Grigolia 

Musician: Karin Tooley 
   Losing a job, home or business sets off inner 
spiritual upheaval. Yet, when we most need our 
family, congregation and community’s support, 
we tend to withdraw, ashamed. Rev. Mary 
Grigolia will explore the spiritual and religious 
dimensions of loss, the role of congregations in 
responding and in revisioning how communities 
and corporations live together. 
 

 
Wheelchair Available: The Society has a wheel chair 
available for use during congregational events. 
 

  New UUSC Website: Check out our new Website 
at www.uucleveland.org. Our email address is 
office@uucleveland.org. 
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Notes from our  Minister 
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     A new cycle of Covenant Groups will be starting up again in October. Covenant Groups are 
small groups of no more than twelve people who meet at least monthly for spiritual practice, ca-
maraderie and topical discussion. If you are interested in leading a Covenant Group, please con-
tact Nathan Staples. 
 
 
 
 
 
     The new Religious Education space has been delayed because of issues with the City of Cleve-
land Heights. The Board is working to address these issues and hopes to be able to begin construc-
tion soon. 

Board Minutes 

     If you would like to receive the minutes from Board Meetings via email, please contact the Soci-
ÌÛàɀÚɯ.ÍÍÐÊÌȭɯ ÓÛÌÙÕÈÛÐÝÌÓàȮɯÛÏÌɯÔÐÕÜÛÌÚɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÌÝÐÖÜÚɯÔÖÕÛÏɀÚɯ!ÖÈÙËɯ,ÌÌÛÐÕÎɯÈÙÌɯ×ÖÚÛÌËɯÖÕɯ
the Bulletin Board outside the Office.  

     It is September and we are gearing up for another exciting program year together. This year I 
will be trying a couple of things to both deepen the spiritual life of our community and improve 
our outreach efforts.  
     Over the last two years I have led a few different adult religious education programs with 
mixed results. This year I plan to try something a little different. Instead of holding my adult reli-
gious education programs at the Society, I am going to hold them that at a bar or coffee shop in 
Coventry. My vision is to run a monthly drop -in discussion group on spiritual topics that fea-
tures occasional guest speakers and is open to both members and non-members. I hope to start 
this program in October.  
     This year I am also going to experiment with a sermon series. As you may know, our chil-
dren's religious education program is on a three-year cycle. Last year the topic for religious edu-
cation was Unitarian Universalism, this year it will be Bible Stories and next year it will be World 
Religions. This year and next I plan to run sermon series on the same general subject that the 
children are studying. Once a month I will preach a sermon on a topic relating to the Bible (next 
year I'll do world religions). Current topics planned include "How Religious Liberals Read the 
Bible," "The God of Abraham," "What the Bible Really Says About Homosexuality," "How Funda-
mentalists Read the Bible," "Love, Sex and the Bible" and "The Pagan Origins of the Bible." As 
part of my preparation for this sermon series, I will be reading the entire Hebrew Bible and 
Christian New Testament and, occasionally, commenting on them on my blog infidel-
ity.blogsome.com. Feel free to engage with me there and if there's a sermon topic relating to the 
Bible that you are interested in hearing me preach on please let me know. 
     I am sure that this coming year together will bring both many other new programs and people 
to our congregation. I look forward to continuing to grow together.  
love, 
Colin  

Covenant Groups 

Update on the New Religious Education Space 
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Resistance and Transformation 
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     Rev. Bossen is currently co-writing an adult religious education curriculum for the Unitarian 
Universalist Association on Unitarian Universalist social justice history. The curriculum is due for 
release January, 2010. Between now and then ,each month the Beacon will contain a sneak-peak of the 
curriculum. This month we present a brief biography of the Universalist Clara Barton.  
     Clara Barton was born on Christmas Day, 1821, in Oxford, MA, into a Universalist family.    
     After teaching for many years, and serving as the first woman clerk in the U.S. Patent Office, she 
was living in Washington D.C. when the U.S. Civil War landed at her doorstep. She began nursing 
wounded soldiers in her sister's home, visiting the army camps, and was soon orchestrating the 
delivery of supplies from numerous Ladies Aid societies. She soon moved onto the front lines, and 
despite occasional bouts of illness, she worked tirelessly alongside a host of women volunteers that 
included Dorthea Dix, Frances Dana Barker Gage, and Mary Livermore.  Frances Gage became a close 
friend, and when Barton grew frustrated at the barriers women faced in her line of work, Gage 
introduced Barton to the work of the women's rights movement. Barton and Gage also discussed their 
shared Universalist faith that influenced their work.  
     After the Civil War ended, Barton visited Europe and learned of the International Red Cross 
established by the Geneva Convention. She returned home determined to start an American chapter, 
and in 1881 the American Red Cross was founded - but the first few years were difficult. Her own 
health was often compromised, and although she was a passionate advocate for the agency's relief 
work, her lack of administrative skills often caused problems. She persevered, however, and served as 
the President of the Red Cross until 1904, when she retired at the age of 83.  She died eight years later 
in 1912. 
     Below is an excerpt of one of her letters to Frances Gage, from 1870: 
"My Dear Fannie, 
     I can never see a poor mutilated wreck, blown to pieces with powder and lead without wondering 
if visions of such an end ever flitted before his mother's mind when she washed and dressed her fair 
skinned baby. Women should certainly have some voice in the matter of war, either affirmative or 
negative and the fact that she has not, this should not be made the ground on which to deprive her of 
other privileges. She shan't say there shall be no war-and she shan't take any part in it when there is 
one, and because she doesn't take part in war, she must not vote, and because she can't vote, she has 
no voice in her government, and because she has no voice in her government, she isn't a citizen, and 
because she isn't a citizen, she has no rights, and because she has no rights, she must submit to 
wrongs, and because she submits to wrongs, she isn't anybody, and "what does she know about war-" 
and because she doesn't know anything about it, she mustn't say or do anything about it."  

 

 

 

 
     Rev. Colin Bossen has changed his office hours to Tuesdays through Thursdays, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. Nathan Staples, Director of Religious Education, has changed his office hours to Wednesdays 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and Sundays 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. They are available at other times by 
appointment. The UUSC office hours are Tuesdays and Thursdays 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and 
Wednesdays from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Rev. Colin and Sara Bossen will be hosting a Young Adult Potluck at their home, 2925 Berkshire 
Road in Cleveland Heights, on Friday, September 25. The party starts at 7:00 p.m. Bring a dish and 
bring a friend!  
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Young Adult Potluck 

New Office Hours 
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REflections 
      

Joys and Concerns 
     
      Once a month, on the first Sunday, we invite people to individually share their Joys and Concerns 
while a Worship Associate lights a candle in honor of the Joy or Concern. The rest of the month Joys 
and Concerns are incorporated into the service leader's spoken meditation. If you have a Joy or Con-
cern you would like shared, there are three ways you can communicate it to the service leader:  
 

1. You can contact the Society's Office up until 6:00 p.m. on the Thursday before the service; 
2. You can fill out a Joys and Concerns Form up until the start of the service. The forms, and a box to 

receive them, are available in the back of the Sanctuary. They are collected by a Worship Associate 
immediately before the service starts. On the form you can indicate whether or not you would like 
to be contacted by the minister or if you would like your Joy or Concern included in the Beacon.  

3. On those weeks he is leading the service, you can send an e-mail to Rev. Colin Bossen at minis-
ter@uucleveland.org up until 10:00 a.m. Sunday morning.  

     September is the start of our UUSC 2009/2010 RE year and we hope to make it even better than 
last year. This year the RE committee will be launching an "Every Member RE Campaign" to en-
courage each and every member of the Society to help the RE program in some way, and we'll of-
fer many different ways for  you to become involved. Our religious education program for children 
this year will focus on Jewish and Christian traditions. Our 4 -7-year-old class will learn from 
"Super Heroes: Bible People" from Gaia Brown; our 7-11 class will be using "Jesus and his King-
dom of Equals" from Cheryl Gibbs Binkley and  Jane Mitchell McKeel; and our youth group will be 
using "Truth and Meaning:  Questions about the Western Religious Heritage..." by Jeff Liebmann. 
All of  these curricula come highly recommended and should give our children a  better grasp on 
Judaism and Christianity. This year we will offer a series of  bi-monthly forums with both guest 
speakers and knowledgeable members of our own congregation. Topics of these forums will in-
clude The Health Care Debate, Sustainability, Ethical Eating, and Race in America: A Year After 
the Obama Inauguration. With your help and participation the 2009/2010 UUSC RE year  proves to 
be our best yet! 
Thanks, 
Nathan Staples, Director of Religious Education 

 

     A few years ago a UU congregation in Maine with a very small RE program sent out a letter to 
families in their area asking them to attend. After 3 years, their program went from 5 children to al-
most 50. Our congregation has a great RE program for our children that has plenty of room for 
growth, and the RE committee has drafted a wonderful letter. The only thing missing now are fami-
lies to send the letter to. The RE committee will be approaching the congregation in coming weeks to 
get names and addresses of families who you feel would be a good match for our community. Let 
me assure you that our intention is not to annoy your friends; far from it. This letter will be sent out 
once and only once, and we will only follow up with families who get back in touch with us. So start 
ÛÏÐÕÒÐÕÎɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÕÈÔÌÚɯÈÕËɯÈËËÙÌÚÚÌÚȭɯ+ÌÛɀÚɯÞÖÙÒɯÛÖÎÌÛÏÌÙɯÛÖɯÎÙÖÞɯÛÏÐÚɯÞÖÕËÌÙÍÜÓɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàȵ 
 
Thanks, 
Nathan Staples and the RE Committee 

Bringing In New Families 

http://us.mc362.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=minister@uucleveland.org
http://us.mc362.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=minister@uucleveland.org


The Unitar ian Universa l is t  Society  of  Cleveland  Page  4  

UUSC News/Announcements 
 ËÖ×ÛÌËɯ1ÌÍÜÎÌÌɯ%ÈÔÐÓÐÌÚɀɯ-ÌÌËÚȯ Help driving and tutoring is still needed for the Refugee Fami-
lies. Also, if you have outgrown clothing for boys, (ages 4, 8, 9 and 13), it would be appreciated. Con-
tact Claire Brugnoletti if you can help .  
 
Circle Suppers Sat., Sept. 12: "ÐÙÊÓÌɯ2Ü××ÌÙÚɯÈÙÌɯ×ÖÛÓÜÊÒɯÚÜ××ÌÙÚɯÏÌÓËɯÐÕɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɀɯÏÖÔÌÚȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÈÕɯ
excellent way to get to know people. These will usually be held on the second Saturday of each 
month, and begin at 6:30 p.m. Hosts will contact their assigned people with information about loca-
tion and what to bring. We try to change around who attends with whom, so you have a different 
group each time. We try to accommodate physical limitations, but need to know if there are allergy 
problems or food limitations. Each month, there will be a sign -up sheet on a clipboard. Or contact 
Mary Schatzman at 216-321-7264 or maryschatzman@sbcglobal.net. 
 
After -Service Nature Walk Sun., Sept. 13: After eating lunch at a local restaurant, we will walk along 
the Canal Towpath, starting at the Harvard Avenue trailhead. All are welcome. For questions, ask 
David Schatzman or Peter Dillard.  
 
Board Meeting Now on 3rd Wednesday:  The next Board Meeting will be Wednesday, September 16. 
 
Joseph Campbell Round Table Thurs., Sept. 17:  The Joseph Campbell Round Table will resume on 
the third Thursday of the month from 7:30 -9 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  
 
Congregational Meeting Sun., Sept. 20:  After the service, the congregation will meet to vote to adopt  
the new mission statement that was formed in May at the weekend workshop held at the Society. 
Look for more details in The Flame.   
 
Earth-Centered Spirituality Group Sun., Sept. 27:  Curious about Earth -Centered Spirituality? New 
to the path? Have questions? Been practicing an Earth-Centered spiritual path? Want to share your 
experiences? Joins us for a continuation of the discussion/learning/teaching session we began in Au-
gust. Pot luck at 1 p.m.; bring finger food to share. Discussion at 2 p.m. Watch The Flame for further 
details. For more information, please contact Mary Schatzman at maryschatzman@sbcglobal.net or 
Lainey Warren at hockeyfan631@yahoo.com. 
 
OMD Announces New Staff Person:  As of August 1, Evan Young is the Young Adult and Campus 
,ÐÕÐÚÛÙàɯ(ÕÛÌÙÕɯÍÖÙɯ.ÏÐÖɯ,ÌÈËÝÐÓÓÌɯ#ÐÚÛÙÐÊÛȭɯ$ÝÈÕɀÚɯÖÕÌ-year internship will focus on developing cam-
pus and young adult ministry, particularly in the larger congregations and clusters in the district. In 
addition, he will help organize a 4 -district large church conference for 2010 and help develop a dis-
trict Mid -Sized Church Growth program. A candidate for UU ministry, Evan currently serves part -
time as a consulting minister for the UU Fellowship of Athens, and part -time as Spiritual Director for 
UCM Center for Spiritual Growth and Social Justice at Ohio University. He received his M.Div. from 
Methodist Theological School in Ohio in 2006. 
 
Important OMD Fall Events:  Mark your calendars for these District events:  
     OMD Committee Chairs Web Meeting - September 10 
     /ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛÚɀɯ#Èàɯ- Akron - September 12 
     Webinar - Assessment of Congregational Ministry - September 17 
     Healthy Congregations 1 - Shaker Heights - September 19 
     Healthy Congregations 2 - Shaker Heights - October 3 
     Leadership Conference - Leadership in a Multicultural World - October 10 
     Healthy Congregations 3 - Shaker Heights - October 17 
     Webinar - Congregational Website Management - October 24 
     Healthy Congregations 4 - Shaker Heights - October 31 
      

Lancashire Croftersõ Garden 
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UUSC Worship Survey 

 The September 13 Special Collection will benefit InterAct Cleveland. The August 9 Special  Collec-
tion raised $93 for the InterReligious Task Force for Latin America. Thank you for your generosity!  

Special Collection 

Friends, 
     The Worship Team needs your input. Please help us by completing a short online survey about 
expanding worship at the Unitarian Universalist Society of Cleveland.  
     3ÏÐÚɯ2×ÙÐÕÎȮɯÛÏÌɯ442"ɯÏÌÓËɯÚÌÝÌÙÈÓɯÞÖÙÒÚÏÖ×ÚɯÈÚɯ×ÈÙÛɯÖÍɯÖÜÙɯɁ/ÓÈÕÕÐÕÎɯÍÖÙɯ&ÙÖÞÛÏɯ6ÌÌÒÌÕËȭɂɯ
One suggestion that emerged from these workshops was the UUSC add a second worship service, 
with a different format than our usual Sunday morning services.  
     In response, the Worship Team created a survey, through which we hope to learn whether or not 
a second service would be beneficial, what types of services we should host, and who is most likely 
to attend these events. 
     3ÏÌɯÚÜÙÝÌàɯÐÚɯÈ××ÙÖßÐÔÈÛÌÓàɯƗƔɯØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕÚɯÓÖÕÎȮɯÈÕËɯÚÏÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯÛÈÒÌɯÓÖÕÎÌÙɯÛÏÈÕɯƕƔɯÔÐÕÜÛÌÚɯÛÖɯ
complete. You can find the survey by clicking through the link below. If the link seems inactive, try 
copying the line below into the address line of your web browser:  
     http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=aTiG6GS_2f6kG1gqe8tgH_2fgQ_3d_3d 
     There is a link to the survey available on the home page of the UUSC website. If you have prob-
lems reaching the site, please contact Emily Tuzson at river.girl@att.net. Or, you can call her at home 
at 216-321-9948. 
     Paper copies of the survey are available through the UUSC Office for those who do not have 
Internet access. 
     Thank you so much for your help!  
Emily Tuzson, Worship Associate  
Unitarian Universalist Society of Cleveland  
 
 
 
 
We received this note on August 11. 
     Ɂ(ɯÞÈÚɯÖÝÌÙɯÈÕËɯÓÖÖÒÌËɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯÎÈÙËÌÕɯÈÙÌÈɯÛÖËÈàȮɯȹÈÕËɯ(ɯÊÈÕɯÚÌÌɯÍÙÖÔɯÔàɯÖÍÍÐÊÌɯÞÐÕɪ
dow), that your Society allowed Lancashire Crofters to use. Thanks for offering that as it has pro-
vided social as well as physical benefits and nutrition for our residents. One of the residents put in 
an item in her plot for another resident who is over 90! Thanks for the community spirit your group 
has shown. 
Sincerely, 
&ÈÓÌɯ*ÐÚÛÌÔÈÒÌÙȮɯ,2Ȯɯ+26Ȯɯ2ÖÊÐÈÓɯ6ÖÙÒÌÙȮɯ,ÜÚÐÊÐÈÕÚɯ3ÖÞÌÙɂ 
 
 
 
 
Share Your Home, Change the World:  Since 1951, Youth For Understanding has helped American 
families promote peace and understanding by hosting students from around the world. Families se-
lect international students to live as family members for the school year. Students come with spend-
ing money, insurance, conversational English and an eagerness to experience life in the United 
States. If you are interested, contact Ann Hoffmann, Northern Ohio Field Director, at 800 -872-0200 x 
215 or hoffmann@yhu.org. 
 
Our Youth Need Your Help:  Our Coming of Age classroom is moving. The high school students 
will have their own room. Needed most are two gently -used couches for their room. Please contact 
Anela Forrest at 216-215-0651 or email her at swimming68@hotmail.com  if you know of someone 
who could donate a couch. A financial donation would be great so we could buy them at a second 
hand store. We would need them as soon as possible. Thank you!  
 
 
 
 

More Announcements 


